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West Yorkshire 2023 Festival Finale
A Time to be Proud

We are now in the final year of our Festival, which after 7 years 
of dedicated Fundraising will reach its climax with a spectacular 
finale at Harrogate International Convention Centre on Saturday 
1st July 2023. A ‘Black Tie’ evening with Drinks Reception, 
excellent Entertainment, Dancing, and a Gala Dinner where our 
Festival result will be announced. An event which only happens 
every 35 years and certainly not one to be missed.  The next 
one will be in 2058 !

 There will also be a welcome party and entertainment for West 
Yorkshire brethren and partners, together with our guests from other Provinces, on the 
Friday evening. Special hotel rates have been negotiated and an optional outing to 
Harewood House has been arranged for the Saturday. 

Joan and I look forward to your support and company at this magnificent event, which 
will be the highlight of my eleven years in Office as Provincial Grand Master. It will be a 
time to be proud and I look forward to sharing that pride with you when our Festival 
result is announced.

The Booking site, including a link to book your hotels, can be reached from the Home 
Page of the Provincial Website, or by following the link HERE

FESTIVAL LAPEL BADGES - NOW AVAILABLE

Wear yours with pride

West Yorkshire 2023 Festival Lapel Badges are 
now available and can be obtained or ordered from 
your Provincial Charity Representative or member 

of the Secretarial Team

https://mbf2023westyorks.org


Chairman of the Festival’s Corner, V.W Bro. Richard Puttrell 

Brethren, let me firstly give my congratulations to W. Bro Rod Dyer 
and all those who took the Masonic Cycle Challenge - MC2, well 

done to all raising over 
£6,500. Thank you to all 
who supported them in this 
Challenge, the support 
t e a m , o r g a n i s e r s a n d 
especially to those who 
sponsored them through the 
web site or the sponsorship 
forms.As for the riders, didn’t they do well. 

If you missed the Provincial Hoedown organised by W. Bro Mike Nowell and the Social team, 
you missed a treat. Music, magic, 
movement (dancing) blended with Pig 
Racing.

An evening of enjoyment, getting mark 
masonry back to what we enjoy. Well 
done Mike and all who worked so hard 
to make this a success. During the 
evening, the Provincial Sesquicentenary 
Raffle was drawn. 

Well done to the winners, I hope you 
enjoy your special prizes. Thanks to all those who donated the prizes and to you for buying 
the raffle tickets. £4,000 for the Festival. The full list is on the Provincial web site.

So, what’s next for the 
Festival? How would you 
celebrate 50 years in 
Masonry? How would you 
celebrate your 82nd 
birthday? How about 
joining W. Bro Frank 
Milner (Portsmouth to 
John O’ Groats motorbike 
ride) as he prepares to 
c l imb K i l imanjaro in 
September next year. He will summit on his 82nd birthday! 

Not only Frank, but 3 generations of his family are venturing forth again to raise monies for 
worthy causes. Here, in West Yorkshire, monies raised before 1st July 2023 will be supporting 
the Festival and the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust.



What are you doing? 
If you’re helping those in distress, or supporting our key workers we want to hear about it, we 
would like to share good news stories and highlight the good work being done by the Mark 
community. 

Please send your story to:  webmaster@westyorksmark.org.uk

What are you doing? 
If you’re helping those in distress, or supporting our key workers we want to hear about it, we 
would like to share good news stories and highlight the good work being done by the Mark 
community. 

Please send your story to:  provcomms@westyorksmark.org.uk

https://mbf2023westyorks.org

OUR P.G.M becomes a trustee of The Mark Benevolent Fund 

Congratulations to our P.G.M on being appointed as a Trustee of the Mark Benevolent 
Fund.

The Fund is our National Mark Charity and was 
established in 1868 by the Reverend George Raymond 
Portal, whose views on its formation and purpose led to 
its distinguishing motto ‘Bis dat qui cito dat’ (He gives 
twice who gives promptly). It is funded mainly by Mark 
Provincial Festivals, such as our own Festival in 2023.

As well as providing relief to Mark Masons and their 
families, it supports many Local and National worthy causes, with recent major donations 
including funding for Mobile Chemotherapy Units, St John Ambulance, Blood Bikes and 
Hospices. It has also given substantially to the Ukrainian Emergency Relief Fund.

During the last two years It has donated over £200,000 back to worthy Causes in West 
Yorkshire and is the main reason we are all supporting our 2023 Festival.

https://mbf2023westyorks.org


Chaplain’s Corner

We are now halfway between our Sesquicentenary and the 
culmination of our Festival; a time to look back with thanksgiving, 
and to look forward in hope.

The Queen recently remembered Churchill’s words: “The longer 
you can look back, the farther you can look forward.”  We need to 
know where we have come from in order to see where we are 
going.

At the very centre of the Mark Master’s degree, our attention is 
directed to a reading from the VSL which encourages us to 
consider past, present and future, before the secrets are 
imparted.

We look back and learn that Solomon has been made king “because the Lord hath loved his 
people”.  Then we consider the present where King Huram says, “And now I have sent a 
cunning man… to find out every device”.  Then we look forward: “We will cut wood… and thou 
shalt carry it up to Jerusalem.”

And so, we give thanks for the past; we rejoice in the present; we look hopefully to the future; 
till time with us shall be no more.  

Mark well!

Tales from the Cab and Saddle: a convivial evening onboard the flagship R.A.M. Lodge 
of the Province, Old York T.I 

The highlight of the 30thJune 2022 meeting of Old York R.A.M. T.I. 
was Rod Dyer relating his recollections from the Cab and Saddle. 
Contrary to widespread expectations this wasn’t the goings-on from 
his local hostelry in Mirfield but an enthralling, highly engaging, 
interesting account how the recent four-hundred-mile MC2 charity 
cycle challenge had been conceived, co-ordinated and completed.

His hugely entertaining discourse was framed (see what I did 
there?) around the journey. He spoke (and again) confidently 
without a break (nearly) and was sure to tread (yes!) carefully so as 
not to upset anyone. His lucid account also described how his long-
suffering partner had been saddled (having fun now) with a 
supporting role as a vital cog (sheer brilliance!) in the smooth 
running of the event. *

This excellent talk was sporadically supplemented (read interrupted) by the first-hand, albeit in 
parts hazy, recollections of two fellow participants: Edward Wilkinson and John Fitzpatrick. 



R o d h a d c r e a t i v e l y 
identified all the cyclists 
w i th n icknames bu t , 
knowing the sensitive 
nature of our readership, I 
have re f ra ined f rom 
disclosing them here.

Rod expressed his thanks 
to all the brethren who 
supported the heroic 
efforts of the riders, both 
in time and in sponsorship. The welcome and hospitality they 
received from Lodges in all the neighbouring Provinces had 
been outstanding.

Later in the evening the coveted Yellow Jersey (maillot jaune) 
was auctioned by Keith Watson, waltzing around the festive 
board collecting bids in his symbolic top hat which looked a bit 

like a supermarket carrier bag (a 
lot like a supermarket carrier bag 
if I’m honest), raising £50, 
adding to the overall total of the 
‘challenge’ which stands in 
excess of £6500.  The coveted 
Yellow Jersey was won by that 
avid cycling enthusiast John 
Brooke who, never one to miss a 
publicity opportunity, lost no time 
pouring his lithe, athletic frame 
into it for a photo shoot.

Rod te l ls me next year ’s 
extravaganza will be doing the 

Three Peaks so I’m off to put the crampons on my pen and 
dream up some mountaineering terms in readiness for that 
article.

*If anyone can weave ‘lycra’ ‘sprocket’ and ‘Sturmey Archer’ 
into this article I will, indeed, have found a worthy successor to 
my pen.

 With thanks to W.Bro. Michael Holgate  R.A.M.G.R.

 

to get your Festival Jewel 
p lease downoad the 
application form by visitng 
the Ferstival Website.

As a Steward of the 155th 
Fest iva l you wi l l be 
entitled to:
The new d i s t i nc t i ve 
Stewards Jewel and 
Ribbon 

A breast pocket pad

A Year Bar

Your name will added to 
the Stewards Roll of 
Honour in the Festival 
Results Booklet

The 2023 Festival Jewel



Meet the Team W. Bro.John Madigan – The Provincial Grand Junior Warden

I'm a Sheffield lad, lived behind Glossop Rd baths, from a 
big family of 10 and attended Tapton Secondary school but 
think they were glad to see my departure as they allowed 
me to leave age 14, my birthday is in August. A pleasant 
surprise attending Tapton Masonic Hall practically next 
door. After a short spell working in a steelworks, I escaped 
and joined the army where I spent 9 years having fun plus a 
bit of work some at times very challenging. I was in the 
Royal Corps of Signals spending time in Germany, Norway 
and Cyprus, my claim to fame being during the Cypriot 
uprising in 1974 is that I was the only British soldier to go to 
war with a set of skis, the joys of Troodos mountains.

I married in 1979 left the army to run a pub which due to a 
long wait didn't transpire so strangely ended up in social 
work for 20 years predominantly children's services, not 

much difference really. During this period, I qualified as a Social Worker then later obtaining an 
MBA, not bad for a lad who left school at 14 with no qualifications. I suspect that my being a 
Social Worker will surprise a few of you. During this period, I embarked on buying houses 
renovating and renting getting to a point where this work enabled me to leave social work and 
be my own boss and have done this for 20 or so years.

I have 2 wonderful daughters Fiona 
living close by and a teacher and 
Samantha in London who is just 
about to embark on a new job as 
c h i e f o f s t a f f f o r a g l o b a l 
petrochemical company, she is a 
globe trotter, who also a couple of 
years ago received an MBA from 
the Imperial in London, a very 
proud moment. I divorced over 20 
years ago and am currently with my 
partner Eve-Marie.

Wow, better talk about freemasonry, I was introduced by my gas engineer when we were 
working on my properties and I joined Armitage Lodge in 1999 reaching the chair in 2006, I'm 
still in the chair my 6th time. Then Mark, again currently in the chair for the 2nd time, Chapter 
being a quiet non office order for myself and RAM, where surprisingly in the chair currently 3rd 
time, finally a member of the Carl Whitehead Lodge.

When I got the call from our Provincial Grand Master and being offered the Prov.G.J.W. role 
wow you could have knocked me down with a feather...well maybe a big one, such a surprise 
and a real honour to undertake. It would be fair to say it’s a busy Masonic year for myself but 
enjoying every moment of it, visiting wide and far, and attending those lodges who have 
attained their centenary and 50 year awards.



Interestingly my only connection with Freemasonry prior to this was whilst I was being 
interviewed for a job in Essex County Council and I was asked if I was a Freemason, my reply 
funnily being if it’s a job requirement yes, I will join, strangely got the job.

Having retired twice I swiftly found out it’s not for me, so although my work day is short, as you 
may noticed I do spend a bit of time in Tenerife, getting over most months mainly on sunbed 
duties for me a very healthy work life balance. I kept myself busy during lockdown with a 
considerable renovation on a house which is now my home. Having renovated hundreds of 
properties always a new challenge and funny stories which when you see me, I would love to 
share.

A Message From the Editor

hope you are all enjoying the lovely summer so far. There is still plenty 
going on around the Province to keep us all busy, don’t forget the calendar 
on our website gives all the meeting dates.

Coming up is ‘Rods Charity Bash’ for the festival on Saturday 13th August 
2022 - 5.15 p.m. onwards. A singer, food and knowing Rod much more! 
Only £10. Raffle prizes much appreciated. All happening near the shores 
of the sunny River Calder not far from Huddersfield - HD5 0RX. Please 
contact Rod Dyer – (rod@abrsheetmetal.co.uk or Tel:  07746887117.

You will have noticed a couple of ‘guest authors’ this month. Hopefully adding a bit more 
interest and fun. Please get in touch if there is anything you would like to add in the future.

finally a massive thankyou to our Provincial Assistant Grand Secretary, W.Bro Jason 
Cunningham who put this together for me at very short notice due my computer deciding not 
to work.

 W.Bro. Andrew Johnson P.Prov.G.S.W 

Communications Manager

mailto:rod@abrsheetmetal.co.uk


Ho what a night!

Late June back in ’22.  In fact, Saturday 25th June.  Ho what a night we had.  A great big pose 
gathered to search for a reet night out set in the beautiful green countryside of Barnsley.  The 
food was fabulous the company even better.  In fact, it was ‘BOB ON’

Sherriff Jim Stanley and Deputy Ian Yates ran a fabulous saloon bar, and all really well 
organised by Marshall Mike Nowell.

Our Provincial Grand Master James Steggles and his wife Joan really got into the swing of 
things with a fine bit of dressing up.  Jim even getting a cuddle from Dolly Parton, pretty sure 
Joan had a watchful eye on it all! 

A magic show from Simon ‘just like that’ Green gave us all a good laugh.  How he did that was 
the question all of us were asking.   Entertainment continued with a bit a pig racing which must 
have pulled in a few more quid fot festival.  All of us having a fab time with a few drinks lots a 
dancing to our very own Dolly Parton who knocked out some fab songs for us all.  Yer can’t 
beat a good neet wi like-minded folk havin a bit of fun and raising some brass as well.

BOB ON!

 

With thanks to W.Bro.Rod Dyer P.Prov.G.S.O.



Fi#y Year Cer+ficates for Worshipful Brother David Steel

Tuesday 19th July 2022 and a wonderful afternoon at Hoyle 
Court, Baildon to present David with his certificates and 
celebrate him being a Mark Mason for over fifty years.  The 
weather was superb but, perhaps a little too hot for ‘us 
British’.  There is nothing we are better at than moaning and 
talking about the weather, its either too hot or too cold!

The temperature however in the dining room was perfect 
with the air conditioning working hard to keep everyone 
cool.  No mushroom soup, Roast Beef and Apple Pie with 
Custard but a delectation of a cold starter, a fabulous Salad, 
and Ice Cream to finish.   The only hot thing being the 
coffee and of course the kind words spoken about David.  
Worshipful Brother Sam Cariss presented David with his 

Grand Lodge certificate and Right Worshipful Brother James Steggles the Provincial Grand 
Master G.M.R.A.C. with his Provincial certificate.

Jim gave the background to David’s life in 
Mark Masonry and spoke about not only his 
affection for David but the fond memories he 
had of White Rose Lodge of Mark Master 
Masons No. 1067.  David had joined a special 
club there being only about twenty-five in the 
fifty-year certificate club.  

He became a member of the 
order back in 1971 joining 
Carnarvon Lodge No.119.  He 
joined White Rose in 1984 and 
was secretary for 12 years.  He 
had served both the Province and 
White Rose well over those 
years.  David could not wait to 
respond and thanked the order 
for all the help they had given him 
over the years.  Mark Masonry 

really is the friendly degree and he had received many calls just to check in and say hello.  He 
mentioned the wonderful work The Cleeves and Whitehead Trust did and, the fact they had 
provided him with several weeks respite care at Connaught Court in York.  



His only complaint was that there seemed to be more women in there than men.  He recalled 
one afternoon chasing a particular Lady around the gardens but when he actually caught up 
with her, he had forgotten why he had actually been chasing her!

The Worshipful Master W.Bro. Alan 
Griffin also spoke about David saying that 
he was a ubiquitous Mason, describing 
him as a pivotal member, a lynch pin and 
that he had steered them through some 
rough waters, but they were now in calm 
water again.  He had very fond memories 
of David and would always hold David 
dear to his heart.  A fabulous afternoon 
with Brethren returning to the heat and very warm cars. 

W.Bro. Andrew Johnson

The Bram Morley Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners No.1905

Wednesday 6th July 2022 and ships from around The 
Province pulled into Batley docks to meet for the 
Installation of Brother Colin Middleton.  In attendance was 
the Assistant Provincial Grand Master, Worshipful Brother 
John Vause.  He was of course welcomed on board ‘The 
Bram Morley’ by the Installing Commander Worshipful 
Brother Anthony Parker.  A great and well delivered 
ceremony took place with Captain Tony leading the way, 
all under the supervision of acting Director of Ceremonies 
Worshipful Brother Duncan Smith.

Once the Installation had been completed and various 
other business dealt with the crew sat down to an 
excellent festive board and enjoyed a fabulous, relaxed 
lunch.  Buson Duncan kept things moving along nicely 
and the toasts were given in swift order.  It was then the 

turn of Rear Admiral John to give information of what is happening in The Province.  He first 
congratulated all those appointed today and wished all a successful year.  He gave dates for 
the Provincial RAM Assembly at Tapton Hall on the 1stvOctober, the Christmas Ball 3rd 
December, the Provincial Carol service 11th December and the Grand RAM Assembly 12th 
December 2022.  



The main news of course being the official Launch of our 2023 
Festival Finale in Harrogate on Friday 30th June and Saturday 
1st July 2023.  Its going to be a fabulous weekend.  Get booked 
in now.  All details are on the website including Hotels which can 
be booked as well.  It’s a cumulation of 7 years of hard work and 
is indeed something really worth celebrating Brethren.

The newly installed Commander Captain Colin thanked Captain 
Tony for his help and support and went on to mention Worshipful 
Brother John English a dear friend and the inspiration he had 
been to him over the years and who was sadly missed. 

Worshipful Brother John Fitzpatrick Captain of ‘The Caldene’ 
thanked the crew of ‘The Bram Morley’ for a great ceremony, great company and great food.  
Everything said the tenders pulled alongside returning various Brothers to their own ships and 
a pleasant and gentle sail home.

W.Bro. Andrew Johnson Prov. R.A.M.G.R.

Communications Manager

Leeds and District Installed Masters Association, A.G.M.
 

Thursday, twenty first of July 2022 and 
normality was restored for the Association 
when the meeting was held at Castle Grove.
 
It was opened by Worshipful Brother David 
Keith, Past President, in the company of the 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Very 
Worshipful Brother Alan Oldfield, and before 
you ask, he did have a wonderful holiday. A 
role of those present had been taken, 
somewhat disappointing in that only five of the 
ten Lodges who comprise the Association were 
represented. It is, however, early doors in our 

return to normality and we should see attendances improve in the next year. Apologies noted, 
all stood in respect to departed merit, particularly our thoughts being for Worshipful Brother 
David Lees, and his family, who died earlier in the year during his Presidency, a sad loss, a 
charming and well liked Mark Mason.
 



The Minutes of the last meeting held in 2019 were then approved by those who could 
remember them, communications taken, whereupon the Treasurer, Worshipful Brother Les 
Davy presented his Accounts which were confirmed, as was a donation of five hundred 
pounds to the Festival. The Secretary, Worshipful Brother Gerry Barker then presented a very 
short report, hopefully much more to recount in a years’ time.
 
Officers for the ensuing year were then respectively elected and appointed being as follows;
 
President - Worshipful Brother David Todd
Senior Vice President - Worshipful Brother Keith Derry
Junior Vice President - Worshipful Brother John Clayton
 
W.Bro. Les Davy continued as Treasurer, W.Bro. Gerry Barker as Secretary, W.Bro. Ian Tillett 

as Assistant Secretary and W.Bro. Garth 
Rowland as Auditor with the proviso that if Garth 
does move away from the area, a replacement 
will be appointed in his stead. A proposal was 
then placed before the meeting, by W.Bro. Gerry, 
that the Assistant Provincial Grand Master be 
appointed as Honorary Patron in line with 
previous Rulers, this was confirmed. Gerry also 
asked all the members to consider what they may 
do next year to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of 
the Association, this to be discussed at a later 
date.

 
Finally, attention turned to the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, V.W.Bro. Alan, who firstly 
congratulated the Presidential Team on their Appointments wishing them a successful year in 
Office. Signs of a recovery in Lodge attendances are beginning to show but Covid, and its 
variants, are still prevalent so the advice still is that Brethren must return when they are ready, 
and no pressure is to be applied.  Details of the changes to the format of the Annual 
Provincial Meeting have already been made public and Alan is convinced that this will be 
most efficient and satisfying solution for all the Brethren, visitors included.  Additionally, we 
are now in the last year of the West Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund Festival. Details are on 
the web site in respect of the celebrations to take place in Harrogate on the 30th June and 1st 
July 2023.  Please place it in your diaries now; most certainly not a Function to be missed; 
many of us will not see another Festival in our Province during our lifetimes. Consider having 
a few Lodge based small gatherings to create some enjoyment and further funds for this very 
worthy cause.
 
A parting shot from the President, David will be holding a Sunday Lunch on the 9th October, 
another date for your diaries!!
 
A most enjoyable evening in good company, no surprise this is the magic of the Mark.
 
V.W.Bro. Duncan Smith P.G.J.O.
 


