
Well Brethren, the history books will show that this is the first time in 3 years that 
we’ve been able to gather together for this Meeting. The last time being April 
2019.        Have you missed it Brethren?     

Well good - so have I - and it’s good to be with you all once again today. 

But those same history books will also show that we not only survived these last 
3 years, but that Freemasonry in this Province became closer and stronger, 
across all our Orders, due to the fortitude, determination and commitment of its 
members during this pandemic.  

A strength and closeness which will now help us all to build a better and brighter 
future for our Orders, as confidence grows to attend our Lodge Meetings again. 
And I thank and congratulate each and every one of you for the part you have 
played in that brethren. It really has created something rather special, and long 
may that continue.  

Our Guests from other Provinces have already been introduced to you as they 
entered, and I extend to them all a very warm West Yorkshire welcome. 

And we are also fortunate to have many of the Rulers and Past Rulers from other 
Orders in our own Province with us today. 

From the Craft we are delighted to have the Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro. 
James Newman. James was only Installed as our Provincial Grand Master last 
month brethren. And to save him getting up twice, I also welcome him as our new 
Grand Superintendent in the Holy Royal Arch. We pledge you our united support 
James, in both of those roles. 

Also From the Craft, we are delighted to have the Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, John Boyington and two of our Assistant Provincial Grand Masters, 
Andrew Wright and Ian Lewis. 

Also, Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Jack Pigott, and Past Assistant 
Provincial Grand Masters, Tony Brailsford, Rod Tolson and Tony Llewellyn. And 
Tony is also Past Intendant General in the Red Cross of Constantine. 
 
From the Holy Royal Arch we have, the Past Grand Superintendent Stewart 
Carley, Past Deputy Grand Superintendents, Gerald Wilde and John Briggs. 
 
And Assistants to the Provincial Grand Principals, Philip Drury and Alan Webster. 
And Alan is also the Deputy Provincial Grand Supreme Ruler in Secret Monitor.  
 
From the Allied Masonic Degrees we have the Past Deputy Grand Master, Brian 
Price, and the Past Deputy District Grand Prefects, Sam Cariss and Gerry 
Barker. And Gerry is also a Past Deputy District Grand Master, Royal and Select 
Masters 



And from the Royal and Select Masters, we have the District Grand Master, Fraser 
McPherson, and Past Deputy District Grand Masters, Ron Murtagh, and John 
Loat. 
 
And finally, from the Scarlet Cord, the Provincial Grand Summus, John Marrison. 
 
Brethren, if I have missed anyone, I do apologise, and I think all our guests now 
deserve our applause.                               
 

Brethren, you should all have received the Provincial Grand Secretaries Report, 
which looks back on a year which started so low but reached a climax in the 
Autumn as we started to catch up on the backlog. The Consecration of our new 
Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge and several other major Lodge events.  

But the highlight was, without doubt, our own Provincial Sesquicentenary 
celebration. I’ve heard it referred to as an inspiration, and even the best Masonic 
Meeting ever attended. It drew national acclaim of which we should all be proud, 
and I again thank everyone involved in its organisation.    Here’s to our next 150 
years so that we can do it all again. 

The book on our history, ‘150 Years in the Making’, written by Rod Taylor and 
Michael Holgate is also available from today, so if you have ordered a copy, 
make sure you collect it before you leave. If not, it can be purchased today or on 
the Provincial Website.  It’s a real snip at only £15 a copy. 

And our beautiful Sesquicentenary Jewel, and additional quantities of our special 
Sesquicentenary Token are still available for purchase. So why not buy a small 
stock of each for new members when they join your Lodges.  

We know that we have at least 25 Candidates waiting to join us, so let’s also 
make sure that we give them the welcome, the ritual and the Mark Masonry they 
deserve when we Advance them into our Lodges.  
 

Just 2 weeks ago, the Most Worshipful Grand Master announced the names of 
those brethren to be honoured with Grand Rank this year, and if present I ask 
them to stand as I name them: 

First Appointments go to: 

Ian Lewis   of  Legiolium   457 
 

and Graham Pearce of  Halifax   706  to P.A.G.D.C. 
 

John Gray   of Pontefract  878  to P.G.St.B. 
 

and Steve Spooner of Brighouse   753  to G.Stwd. (an Acting Rank) 
With Promotions for: 
 



Stewart Carley  of Prince Edward 14   
 

Chris Oldfield  of Fearmley  58  
 

Rod Tolson  of  Portal  127 
 

and  Alan Hines  of Dartmouth  545  all to P.G.J.D. 
 

And to celebrate the Consecration of the Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge No 2018 
Les Davey   of Prince Leopold 352   to  P.G.J.D. 
 

I do congratulate them all. 
 

And I also congratulate our 2 new Provincial Wardens, Richard Brown and John 
Madigan, and the rest of the Provincial Team who have been appointed, or re-
appointed, today.  
 

They are all going to be very busy this year brethren, as we continue to catch up 
on the backlog, with many Lodge special events still to come, including Worth, 
Brighouse and Knaresborough Castle Mark Lodge Centenaries. And there will 
be 6 Escorted Visits to Mark Lodges during the year. 
 

There are also several major Provincial Social events to look forward to this year, 
including a spectacular Hoedown at Ringstone Hill Farm, Barnsley in June, and 
the return of our Christmas Ball.  
 

And our major Festival events this year include the much delayed Masonic Cycle 
Challenge, around the Northern Provinces in June, and a Sesquicentenary Raffle 
with some superb prizes. Details of them all can be found on the Website, so 
please support them if you can.  
 

So let me now turn to our Festival itself brethren. We are about to enter its final 
year as our Festival year starts immediately after this year’s Surrey Festival in 
July and will end with a spectacular finale at Harrogate Convention Centre on 
Friday 30th June and Saturday 1st July 2023.  
 

If you think our Sesquicentenary meeting was good brethren, then think again. 
This is something which only happens every 34 years. Our last Festival was in 
1988. Tickets for the event, including Hotel bookings, will be available from 4th 
July this year, so make sure you get your booking in early. 
 

You can also register now to become a Steward of the West Yorkshire Festival, 
which as well as adding to our Festival funds, counts towards your own Honorifics 
and gets you this quite beautiful Festival Stewards breast jewel. Application 
forms will be available on the Website from next week.  
Our Festival Fundraising has, of course, been quite seriously affected by the 
pandemic, so let’s all now please, give it one final push together.  



 

Try to run at least one Lodge Festival event this year, continue with your raffles, 
and please look seriously at releasing funds from your Charity and Alms 
Accounts. You don’t need huge amounts in there, because that’s what the 
Cleeves & Whitehead Trust is for. And there will be another 34 years to build 
them up again and support the Trust. 
 

Now at our Sesquicentenary Meeting I announced that all Mark Lodges had 
achieved Grand Patron Diamond Award status, the highest level of Lodge 
Honorific made available by the Mark Benevolent Fund.  
 

I also asked all Mark Lodges, therefore, to continue their Fundraising, and to 
donate instead in the name of our Royal Ark Mariner Lodges, in order to get them 
qualified to at least Grand Patron Gold.  
 

I’m now delighted to announce that your Lodges have been doing just that, and 
all our Royal Ark Mariner Lodges have now qualified as Patron Lodges. Still some 
way to go, but an excellent start.  Please keep it up brethren.  
 

And even better news, because donations made in that way will at present be 
sent to the M.B.F. and asked to be donated to the Ukrainian Emergency Relief 
Fund, as well as to our Festival. So, you will be helping more than one very 
worthy cause. And today’s collection will also be submitted that way. 
 

But it’s not just Lodges and you as individuals who are donating to our Festival 
brethren. The Cleeves & Whithead Trust have donated a huge amount in the 
name of your Lodges and other Provinces, other Orders, our Installed Masters 
Associations and our Social Committee have all given very generously. And I 
thank them all. 
 

Our Craft Province has also been extremely generous towards our Festival, 
having already donated £100,000. And at our Sesquicentenary the P.G.M. also 
pledged a further £50,000, to match our 150 year existence. And I understand 
that the Provincial Grand Master would like to make a further donation towards 
that today.  (R.W.Bro. James Newman presented a cheque for a further £25,000). 
 

And I think that, brethren, just demonstrates what I said when I started this 
Address. The closeness we have between all Freemasons in this Province. And 
isn’t that a very appropriate way to end. 
  

So, thank you all so much for attending today, for your magnificent support. It 
really is appreciated. I look forward to seeing you all again in your Lodges.                    
But for now - Mark Well -   and until we meet again - God Bless you all. 


