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2022 - A BUSY YEAR OF NEW BEGINNINGS

A very happy New Year to all West Yorkshire Mark Master 
Masons and Royal Ark Mariners and thank you all for your 
continued support during 2021.

By the time you read this our new Assistant Provincial Grand 
Master, V.W.Bro. John Edward Vause, P.G.J.O., will have been 
Installed and I welcome him to the Provincial Executive. You 
will all know John as our immediate past Provincial Grand 
Director of Ceremonies, and as be begins his new role I am 
sure you will give him your full support. An article on his 
Installation is contained in this Newsletter.

My sincere thanks go to V.W.Bro. Trevor Bolton, our outgoing Assistant Provincial Grand 
Master, for his hard work and unstinting support during the last 4 years. He has done a 
magnificent job for the Province, and I wish him every success for the future. 

Having lost some 18 months due to the pandemic, it has been a relief and delight to at 
last be able to catch up on some of the backlog. During the last quarter of 2021 we 
held a very successful Provincial Sesquicentenary, celebrated Copley Lodge 
Sesquicentenary and Consecrated a new Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge. We also 
had a successful Carol Service on 12th December

But as we now head into 2022 there is even more catching up to do. Worth, Brighouse 
and Lightcliffe Mark Lodges all celebrate their Centenaries in the Spring, along with 
Integrity Banner Dedication and many other Lodge and Provincial events. 

It will indeed be a busy year of many new beginnings. I do hope you enjoy it.

Happy New Year to you all.  And what a busy year it is going to be.  There will be 
plenty to write about both in the newsletter and on the website.  Don’t forget 
though it is your newsletter and your Province.  I would welcome any ideas and 
suggestions you may have.
I must thank both Tony Mackrell the Provincial photographer and Jason 
Cunningham our Provincial Assistant Grand Secretary for their continued help 

and support in putting information out there for us all. Duncan Smith will continue to support 
me as I settle into my new role and I am very grateful for this.

Take care Brethren and stay safe.
Andy
Andrew Johnson Prov. G.S.W.



What are you doing? 
If you’re helping those in distress, or supporting our key workers we want to hear about it, we 
would like to share good news stories and highlight the good work being done by the Mark 
community. 

Please send your story to:  webmaster@westyorksmark.org.uk

What are you doing? 
If you’re helping those in distress, or supporting our key workers we want to hear about it, we 
would like to share good news stories and highlight the good work being done by the Mark 
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Please send your story to:  provcomms@westyorksmark.org.uk

  
A wonderful day for Copley Lodge of Mark Master Masons No.111 Sesquicentenary 

Meeting.  Tuesday 30th November 2021. 

It was quite obvious on entering the wonderful setting of Castle Grove in Headingley as to why 
everyone was there.  The giveaway being several Brethren all wandering around muttering the 
word Sesquicentenary or various versions of that word, also giving a clue as to who may have a 
speaking part to come!

Tea and coffee were a plenty and the chatter got louder as the time got nearer.

The Lodge opened bang on time with The Worshipful Master W.Bro. Lance Johnson showing 
little nerves and quickly despatching various Lodge business.  On to the main event.  
W.Bro. Andrew Brown announced that the Provincial Grand Master Right W. Bro James 
Steggles G.M.R.A.C was without and demanded admission. He was of course admitted 
accompanied by Very W. Bro Alan Oldfield Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Very W. Bro J. 
Trevor Bolton Assistant Provincial Grand Master and other officers of Provincial Grand Lodge.

The gavel was offered to Right W.Bro. Jim and on this occasion, he accepted it with grateful 
thanks.  Salutations were given.  He said he wouldn’t be long in the chair and was here to 
celebrate a very special day for Copley Lodge.  He then asked if there was a report.

Very Worshipful Brother John Vause, the Acting Deputy Grand Director of Ceremonies entered 
the Lodge and said that The Assistant Grand Master Right W.Bro. Stephen Davison was without 
and demanded admission. He was of course admitted and greeted by Right W. Bro.Jim and 
salutations given.

Right W.Bro. Stephen thanked the brethren for their greetings saying what a wonderful 
achievement it was to achieve 150 years of unbroken service and thanked Copley lodge for their 
efforts.

Next a wonderful oration from the Provincial Chaplain W. Bro Roger Quick.  The full version can 
be read by CLICKING HERE

He talked about criminal lunatics, Charles Dickens, the smallpox, Queen Victoria, the wonderful 
men who formed Copley Lodge, and Bilbo Baggins and, that perhaps the Lodge number 
actually being Elventy One! 

The secretary W.Bro. Keith Derry then read extracts of the minutes from the consecration 
meeting after which V.W.Bro Trevor gave a short history of the lodge.  Both delivered in a very 
interesting manner.  CLICK HERE for the short history.

https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2022/01/Oration-Copley-Lodge-No.-111.-W.Bro-Roger-Quick.pdf
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2022/01/The-Short-history-of-Copley.pdf


The Provincial Grand Secretary W.Bro. Gary Parker 
read the Sesquicentenary Warrant which was then 
presented to the Worshipful Master by The 
Provincial Grand Master.  Members of Copley 
Lodge were then all presented with their 
Sesquicentenary Jewels.  As were the newly made 
honorary members.  

Two cheques were presented totalling £1315 both 
to the Mark Benevolent fund.  Right W.Bro. Jim 
saying this showed the generosity of the Mark 
Degree. 

The Assistant Grand Master then asked that W.Bro. 
C. John Mitchell be brought to him on the floor of 
the Lodge and that due to his many dedicated years 
of service and work to Copley Lodge he was able to 
promote him to P.G.J.D. it being a ‘field’ 
appointment there was no fee of honour.

The Assistant Grand Master then retired. Quickly 
fol lowed by the Provincial Grand Master 
accompanied by the Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master, the Assistant Provincial Grand Master and 
the rest of the acting Provincial Officers.

All other Lodge business quickly despatched the 
Brethren then retired to a wonderful festive board.  
The dining room was a full, busy and very jovial 
room.  Runny scotch egg, Roast Beef or Salmon 
and followed by either Apple Crumble or Ice-Cream.

The speeches were a delight and entertaining too. 
The Worshipful Master thanking both The Assistant 
Grand Master, The Provincial Grand Master thanked 
and everyone for their presence.  

Thanks, were then also given to all of the people involved in organising such a marvellous event.  
These things don’t just happen but incur lots of planning and foresight. 

Right W.Bro. Jim said it had been an honour to attend.  He then went on to congratulate the 
secretary W.Bro Keith Derry, W.Bro C. John Mitchell on his field promotion and all of Copley Lodge.  
He also mentioned The Lord of the rings, I wonder why?  Finally thanking his D.C. for the day W.Bro 
Andrew Brown. 

Right. W.Bro. Stephen Davison also said, how honoured and pleased he was to be present, thanking 
all the people involved.  He said he always looked forward to his visits to Yorkshire both when on 
duty and of course privately. 
He congratulated Copley Lodge on this landmark achievement and hoped they would continue to 
the next landmark achievement but, saying it would be unlikely he would attend!

CLICK HERE TO 
BOOK YOUR PLACE

https://westyorksmark.org.uk/pgl-booking2/
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/pgl-booking2/


He had a few interesting stories to tell of his earlier visits to Yorkshire which had the Brethren 
laughing out loud and several Brethren brought to tears.  But as the old saying goes what happened 
on tour stays on tour.  Finally thanking Very W.Bro. John Vause his D.C. for the day and 
congratulating him on his forth coming day.

A busy, interesting, fun and enjoyable day, with not one Brother pronouncing the word 
sesquicentenary incorrectly!   Here’s to 2022 bringing many more.

W.Bro.Andrew Johnson Prov.G.S.W.

Knaresborough Castle Lodge of Mark Master Masons No.768 advance a Candidate

A great turnout on Friday` 14th January 2022, despite it 
being a very cold and foggy evening. Fabulous news 
that it was to be an advancement. The even better 
news is that they are to ballot for another new member 
at their next meeting.

W. Bro. Jack Wilson the Master for the evening doing a 
fabulous job. It was great to see the Lodge distribute 
the work and ritual between several Lodge members. It 
always makes for a more interesting evening and, of 
course shares the load.  

The Lodge was opened, and various business dealt 
with. An alarm was then given, and Bro. Dale Evans 
entered and was escorted around the Lodge. It was a 
relaxed, fun, and well-run ceremony.  

Two of the Provincial acting Overseers W. Bro’s Kevin 
Lloyd and Rod Dyer taking their respective places and 
showing how an Overseer should do his job! All the 
ritual was conducted in fine manner with W.Bro. John 

Maxwell doing a fantastic job with the signs and secrets. Although the candidate Bro. Dale struggled 
as to which ear to deal with!  

It was commented on later that perhaps certain Brethren from Cleckheaton only added confusion to 
the matter by their version of the sign. Brethren from Doncaster may disagree.

Final business was dealt with. The Brethren then retired to a festive board of Haggis Neeps and 
Tatties, Roast Beef with Yorkshire Pudding, Apple Tart with Cream followed by Cheese and Biscuits.  

W.Bro. Kevin took great pride in telling his counterpart W.Bro. Rod that it was locally sourced haggis 
and that the local butcher caught it fresh most days.  

The local haggis had a long leg and a short leg which helped them run around the tops of local hills 
but, also made them easier to catch as they could only run round in circles!  W.Bro Kevin’s only 
disappointment was that the haggis that evening was not leg meat which he much preferred.



Chaplain’s Corner

I was delighted recently to take part in a celebration at Mirfield 
Masonic Hall.  Any visit there reminds me of my very first visit, in 
1989, to be Advanced into our wonderful degree.  

As I stood in the waiting room, I was intrigued by the Past 
Masters board.  Each one had his own separate piece of wood, 
with a gilded name.  I was intrigued to know how they were held 
in place, and touched the bottom one to find out.  The whole lot 
immediately came loose.  

A hundred years of names were about to cascade to the floor.  
Desperate not to disgrace myself at my first appearance, I will 
now confess (don’t tell anyone!)  that I wedged the bottom one 
tightly back in, and hoped for the best.  On every visit since to 
those rooms, I have surreptitiously checked that they were still in 
place.  (They are).  

But the lesson I learned that night was not just to leave things well alone.  By the end of the evening I 
had learned that no matter what mistakes we make – in the quarries or at the wicket – our brethren 
are there to help us do better.  Even if a century of names had clattered to the floor, I knew that my 
brethren would just call me an idiot (rightly!) and help me to put them back.  

A small thing, and yet indicative of that warm and real fellowship we celebrate in the Mark.  We 
celebrate that true fellowship as – please God – we come out of the pandemic together.  

We celebrate it in the splendid commemorations we look forward to this year.  We celebrate it in all 
our meetings; in all our fraternal care for one another.  

As we do so, we cannot fail to Mark Well.

During the speeches Brother Graham Coates paid many 
compliments to Bro. Dale saying he would be a great asset to the 
Lodge and, the order in generally.  

In his response Bro. Dale said he would do his utmost to live up 
to the kind words Bro. 

Graham had said and, thanked his proposer and seconder and, 
all the Brethren for their work this evening.  

Bro.Dale said he really enjoyed the ceremony and that he was 
looking forward to progressing in this wonderful and unique 
order.

W.Bro. Andrew Johnson Prov.G.S.W.



Chairman of the Festival’s Corner, V.W Bro. Richard Puttrell 

As we start this new year, fingers crossed that it will be better that the 
last two years. It’s been a difficult time for fundraising for the Festival, but 
you supported the MBF Festival whenever you could, so many thanks for 
that. 

Only 18 months to go to the end of our 
Festival, culminating in the final Gala Weekend 
at the Harrogate Conference Centre, where our 
results will be announced by the Grand 
Secretary, in the presence of the Grand Rulers.

Have I mentioned the excellent work the MBF do with your support? Only 
recently the Whirlow  Hall Farm Trust Sheffield received £20,000 to refurbish 2 children’s bedrooms. 

You already know all the other donations to our local West Yorkshire Charities. The main way they 
can do this is by the support of the Festivals run each year in the different Provinces. 

Brethren, please support our PGM, who as the Festival President will be hosting the weekend and 
welcoming other Provinces to West Yorkshire next year. The Festival President is charged by Grand 
Lodge to hold a Festival, raising money for the MBF Charity. Next year it 
will be the culmination of all our efforts for the Charity, let’s make it a 
success. 

Following the PGM’s announcement at the 150th meeting that all Mark 
Lodges are now Grand Patron Diamond, (and what a wonderful 
achievement) he asked that the Mark Lodges now support the RAM, either 
the one moored to the Mark Lodge or to a general fund for all RAM 
Lodges.

• a. Most RAM Lodges are starting from zero, so £50 per member to get them to Patron.
• b. The aim is now to get RAM Lodges to Grand Patron Gold
• c. West Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund Festival. 30-93-91 39859860

We are looking for any Brethren who may wish to sponsor a 
part of the Festival Weekend (e.g., through their 
Companies?) Please contact the Festival Chairman, V.W. Bro 
Richard Puttrell. festival.chairman@westyorksmark.org.uk 
These sponsorships help to keep the costs down for all, 
contributing to a great Festival Weekend.

Fund-raising events coming up this year 

The MC² - the Masonic Cycle Challenge led by W. Bro Rod Dyer, which takes place   in June. Please 
see the associated article in this Newsletter.

mailto:festival.chairman@westyorksmark.org.uk


• A Province Festival Raffle with major prizes
• The Provincial Hoedown on 25th June
• Dartmouth Mark Pig Race Saturday 19th February - johnmadigan007@gmail.com

•

Your money, your Province, your support, your success

Elvis is back and needs your help

Eh up Brethren, Just a quick note to tell you about the up-and-
coming bike ride MC2. This is our third attempt to hold this 
event but because of the dreaded it hasn’t happened but, it’s 
on now.

It starts on Thursday 2nd June and finishes Monday 6th June. It 
will be an average of 80 miles a day. But don’t worry you don’t 
have to do the lot, do what you feel comfy with – it’s not a race.

Two things I would like to see is camaraderie and earning some 
brass for the festival (which has recently taken a bit of a 
beating!).  Please give generously. 

So come on Lads, Lasses, Kids, Mums, Grandma’s, and 
Grandads – its open to all.  We will also need some stewards, 
background help etc.
So, let’s do it and Mark Well.

A Great Turnout from West Yorkshire to the Royal Ark Mariner Assembly

A sizeable number of our Brethren attended the Annual R.A.M. Assembly at Great Queen Street on 
Tuesday 7 November 2021.  Many having attended The Grand Stewards Lodge the previous day. 

There was a buzz of excitement as the Brethren began to meet up and plan their day ahead. There 
was plenty of funny discussions to be heard as well of the previous day’s activity. Brethren being 
locked out of their hotel rooms and, others very kindly offering their services to the Grand Director of 
Ceremonies should ever the need arise!  To quote just a few.

Worshipful Brothers Andrew Brown, Alan Hines, and Lance Milburn the deserving recipients of 
R.A.M. Grand Rank, unfortunately, W.Bro. Alan was unable to attend.

mailto:johnmadigan007@gmail.com


Attendance in Grand Lodge was excellent under the current 
circumstances, Brethren following the advice from Grand Lodge and all 
wearing masks. Prior to the procession. the Deputy Grand Director of 
Ceremonies gave the usual explanation about safety and, with the 
deftness of an experienced air hostess, pointed out the various exits to 
all.  The Brethren were then called to order and Most Worshipful 
Brother, His Royal Highness, Prince Michael of Kent GCVO, The Grand 
Master entered. The Assembly was opened, and business swiftly 
despatched. 

Then the exciting part of the day began with 
the Brethren receiving Grand Rank being 

invested by the Grand Master. It was fun to see Worshipful Brother John 
Vause planning his route around the carousel and ‘shuffling’ in order that 
he was able to escort the West Yorkshire Brethren to the Grand Master. 
He was of course, as usual, successful in his efforts.

The Grand Master then addressed the Brethren and welcomed all 
present. He said the last 2 years had been blighted by covid and, that 
Freemasonry had not been immune but, had simply stuck to the task 
and got on with things. Freemasonry had perhaps seen its hardest 
challenge, but virtual business meetings had ensured things continued, and spoke about the spirit 
of optimism in our Order.  Charity had continued its splendid work and acknowledged the Duke of 
Edinburgh and, in recognition of his service to the Crown and the Nation that 1.3 million pounds 
had been distributed to 273 hospices across the country.  This of course coming from the Mark 
Benevolent Fund.

He went on to say that this year marks the 150th Anniversary of the Degree under the protection of 
Mark Grand Lodge. This decision announced by the Grand Master Reverend George Portal in 1871 
stands as a beacon in the history of the degree and that it had established an inextricable 
relationship between Mark and Royal Ark Mariner Masonry that grows stronger as the years pass. 
The simplicity of our ritual and the beautiful important lessons it teaches us make it one of the 
jewels in the crown of Freemasonry.  

He closed by thanking the Grand Secretary and his team and, the Grand Director of Ceremonies 
and his team for all the work they do. Finally wishing all a happy and peaceful Christmas and a New 
Year in which we will all have the opportunity to further the traditions of our beautiful order.

The West Yorkshire Brethren as now seems customary said their final farewells at a well know 
place just across the road from Grand Lodge. All 
then heading of safely to home.

They were joined by a prominent member of our 
neighbouring Province of North and East. I am sure 
he can easily be spotted!
Another wonderful day.

W.Bro. Andrew Johnson Prov.G.S. W.
Communications Manager



Meet the team:  W.Bro. Barry Massam Provincial Grand Tyler

I was born in Huddersfield in 1946. I attended Oakes Primary 
School and then Salendine Nook High School. I left school when I 
was 15 and went to work as an apprentice fire prevention engineer.  

At the age of 20 I had a switch and went to 
work for British Gas on holder maintenance. 
On the 7th of September 1968 I married 
Enid and I can honestly say I have been 
blessed with a very understanding wife and 
two loving children, Karl and Nicola, and a beautiful granddaughter Hope. 

I enjoy my sport and I played both football and ruby to a reasonable level, 
and as I got older, I turned to squash and golf. I must admit I am very 
competitive and a past winner of the Harewood Trophy in 1990.

My journey in Masonry began in 1989 when I joined Horsford Lodge No. 
5339. I went into the chair in 2001 and then again in 2009. I was advanced into Wharfedale Lodge of 
M.M.M. on the 1st of July 2004 and, then went into the chair in May 2010. 

My first Provincial appointment was as Provincial Grand Senior 
Deacon in 2014. In April 2016 I was made Provincial Grand Tyler, a 
position I still have the honour to hold today.

In conclusion the Mark Degree is the friendly degree that is without 
doubt. The friendship, camaraderie and banter make the travel to 
lodges all worthwhile and put always puts a smile on my face on 
the way home.  The friends made in masonry will last a lifetime. 

  
Installation of V.W.Bro. John Vause as Assistant Provincial Grand Master

Despite all the honours that have been endowed upon Very Worshipful 
Brother John Vause I doubt that any will have surpassed being Installed 
as Assistant Provincial Grand Master of the Mark Province of West 
Yorkshire, the ceremony taking place in his hometown and Mother Mark 
Lodge; a dream come true and perhaps more to come in due course. 

Tuesday 18th January and a selection of the great and good from the 
Province augmented the Brethren of Haywra Lodge No.525 at the 
Masonic Hall, Harrogate. The Lodge was opened in fine form by the 
Worshipful Master, Worshipful Brother Sean McPartland. The first item 
of business to read the Dispensation for this Especial Meeting which 
was undertaken by the Secretary, Worshipful Brother Nigel Dyson. A 
Ballot was then taken, and confirmed, as Honorary members, the Pro.,Grand Master,  M.W.Bro. 
Raymond John Smith,  Assistant Grand Master, R.W.Bro. Stephen Davison, Grand Secretary, R.W. 
Bro. Ryan Williams and Grand Director of Ceremonies, R.W.Bro. Francis Spencer. 



All proposed by V.W.Bro. John and seconded by the W.M., something to be quite proud of in my 
opinion.

Seamlessly this was followed by a Report whereupon, under the guidance of the Provincial Director 
of Ceremonies, Worshipful Brother Andy Brown, the Provincial Grand Master, Right Worshipful 
Brother James Steggles, G.M.R.A.C. entered with appropriate Escort including his Deputy, Very 
Worshipful Brother Alan Oldfield, his Assistant, Very Worshipful Brother John Trevor Bolton and other 

Provincial Grand Lodge Officers. W.Bro. Sean offered 
the gavel which, on this occasion, no surprise, was 
accepted. Salutations followed in hearty form.

Another Report was delivered and brought forth the 
Grand Director of Ceremonies, Right Worshipful 
Brother Francis Spencer, who announced that the 
Pro Grand Master was without, he did not languish 
for very long, and Most Worshipful Brother Raymond 
John Smith entered accompanied by the Assistant 
Grand Master Right Worshipful Brother Stephen 
Davison, al l warmly welcomed with hearty 
Salutations.

Attention then turned to R.W.Bro. Jim who welcomed all present delighted to see the Lodge virtually 
full. He then took time to mention the previous Assistant Provincial Grand Master, Very Worshipful 
Brother Trevor Bolton.  He thanked him for over four years of exemplary service since he was 
appointed in 2017. A committed Mark Mason known particularly for his dedication to the Precepts of 
the Order, a lesson for us all.

The Deputy Provincial Grand Secretary, Worshipful Brother Warren Marsden, then read the Patent. 
There followed a resume of John’s 
Masonic career commencing in being 
initiated into Freemasonry in Harrogate, 
proposed by his Father, a Senior Mark 
Mason and good friend of R.W.Bro.Jim, in 
1981. 

His Craft career included two years as 
Prov. A.D.C and then Deputy D.C. for three 
years, no surprise there. He then joined the 
Mark in 1984 and ultimately became the 
Provincial Director of Ceremonies, this 
gave rise to Grand Rank where he 
concluded as Deputy Grand Director of 
Ceremonies, duties which he despatched with great professionalism and aplomb. He retired from the 
Fire Service in 2010 taking up the reins in the family Funeral business. Finally, and very much to his 
credit, he played Rugby Union for forty-one years, since being eleven years old, phenomenal. 

The final acts were for him to recite his obligation, receive his Chain of Office and take his seat in the 
Lodge after which he received appropriate Salutations which he acknowledged. A wonderful 
Ceremony, well received by all.



The festive board was a lavish affair of Seafood Hor’sderve, Roast lamb, and crème Brulée.  

The toasts that followed quite rightly paid many compliments to the hard work of all involved in 
making this a very special day.  The Pro. Grand Master Most Worshipful Brother Raymond John 
Smith thanked the Lodge for his honorary membership but wasn’t too sure his wife would appreciate 
it!  Going on to say that it was a wonderful evening with quality a plenty.

The Worshipful Master Bro.Sean paying tribute to Provincial Grand Lodge and W.Bro Andy Brown in 
particular for his work as Prov.D.C.  The comment made being ‘what work they can really do!  He 
paid tribute to V.W.Bro. Trevor for his service and said no doubt V.W.Bro.John would continue in fine 
style and was indeed an incredibly good choice.  

W.Bro. Sean is doing a circum navigation yacht race around the world.  Yachting was something he 
has never done before but, training started very soon.  The money he hopes to raise will be split 
between his own personal charity he supports and the Festival.  Fantastic news. R.W.Bro. Jim 
confirming it was a wonderful day and that since our return a lot of work had been got through with 
many big events such as Centenaries and a banner dedication still to come.  The focus now must be 
on the Festival.

V.W.Bro John in his speech of course mentioned his many previous roles in D.C. teams he had been 
involved with and indeed followed in a great line of D.C.s who had strived to his now high honour. He 
talked about his love of Masonry and how it had enabled him to see the world.  Going to many far-
flung places such as Romania and even Wales!  He had also 
dared to go to the depths of Lancashire but was still here to tell 
the tale!  He also spoke of his passion for rugby and vintage cars.  

R.W.Bro. Jim said a little later that V.W.Bro. John had big shoes to 
fill but would no doubt rise to the challenge.  He now realised why 
he had chosen him!  

A fabulous day and a wonderful evening.  The setting was 
equally as perfect and, quite rightly in the ‘home’ Lodge of 
V.W.Bro.John.

V.W.Bro. Duncan Smith P.G.J.O.

W.Bro. Andrew Johnson Prov.G.S.W.


