
Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons 
West Yorkshire

An excellent attendance 
at Bradford Grammar 
School for a once in a 
lifetime experience, a 
celebration of 150 years 
of Mark Masonry. All 
p r e p a r e d , a n 
introduction from the 
P r o v i n c i a l G r a n d 
Director of Ceremonies, 
Worsh ip fu l B ro the r 
Andrew Brown briefed 
all on the way forward. 

First to be received 
were a procession of 
the Northern Provincial 
Grand Masters followed 

by West Yorkshire Past Rulers, culminating in the entrance of the Provincial Grand Master, Right 
Worshipful Brother James Steggles, G.M.R.A.C. flanked by his Deputy, Very Worshipful Brother Alan 
Oldfield, his Assistant, Worshipful Brother Trevor Bolton accompanied by the Provincial Grand 
Officers of the year, a sight to behold. Provincial Grand Lodge was opened without further ado and 
Salutations enthusiastically given 
to R.W.Bro. Jim and distinguished 
guests; but there was more to 
come!

A resounding fanfare brought forth 
the Pro. Grand Master. Most 
Worshipful Brother Raymond John 
Smith, together with the Deputy 
Grand Master, Right Worshipful 
Brother John Prizeman, the 
Assistant Grand Master, Right 
Worshipful Brother Stephen 
Davison, the Grand Secretary 
Right Worshipful Brother Ryan 
Williams and the Grand Director of 
Ceremonies, Right Worshipful 
Brother Francis Spencer.  

Sesquicentenary Celebration
150 Years in the making



Hearty salutations were then delivered.                                                                                                               
A deputation of all twenty two Royal Ark 
Mariner Lodges were then admitted with 
Worshipful Brother Mark Kenyon leading 
representing the Carl Whitehead Lodge 
of RAM No. 110; all were warmly 
received. This was followed by one of the 
highlights; the Banners of all the Mark 
Lodges were then paraded in, and 
around the floor. This was followed by 
the Provincial Banner accompanied by 
the six who formed the Province.

Very Worshipful Brother Dr, Rod Taylor 
then gave a summary of the history that he, and Worshipful Brother Michael Holgate, have prepared, 
superb wordsmiths both. It concerned 
the formation of the Province; its first 
PGM, and his successors; the growth in 
the number of Lodges, and their 
members; our Provincial charities; our 
relationship with other Orders; and the 
development of Ark Mariner Masonry in 
West Yorkshire, from small beginnings 
to the success we have today. 

It raises some interesting questions 
such as; When did Mark Masons stop 
wearing gloves and which PGM used to 
swim naked in the Manchester ship 
canal, you do not know? To get the 
answers CLICK HERE to buy the book, only £15.00.

The Provincial Grand Chaplain Worshipful Brother, Revd Roger 
Quick then gave his Blessing to the future of the Province; ‘How 
good it is to be able to come together again and share the gift of 
laughter, and the deep friendship which is so characteristic of 
our meetings. Everyone knows that Yorkshiremen are friendly.  
Even to southerners. We hope to be welcoming; accepting of 
our Brethren’s work, all of that we would expect Mark Masonry 
to be doing across the whole habitable globe, yes, even in 
Lancashire.

But what makes West Yorkshire special? We have long 
memories, and we cherish our past.  We give thanks today for 
all those who went before us; those who established the Mark 
Degree in West Yorkshire. Those whose generosity enabled our 
Province to become the only double keystone Province in the 
Constitution.  You see, it’s not true that a Yorkshireman is a 
Scotsman with the generosity taken out.

https://westyorksmark.org.uk/book-promo/


Many of the recipients of those charitable funds we know nothing of; and that is as it should be.  But 
I want to tell you about one of them, who has given me his permission to do so. Some years ago, a 
brother was in difficulty, suffering from a protracted severe illness, his salary had dropped to 
effectively a quarter of what it had been, and he had to support his children through University. 
Rather hesitantly, he made an application to Mark charity, the fund didn’t hesitate.  The two young 
people were able to both graduate with honours and went on to have successful careers. Who was 
that Brother, W.Bro. Roger Quick 

During Lock down, there was hardly a brother I phoned to ask how they were doing, when they 
would tell me that our wonderfully dedicated Provincial Almoner had phoned them already.  He gave 
a wonderful example of brotherly love, to which we may all aspire. That is one reason why we have 
such a strong bond, not just among ourselves, because it doesn’t stop there, but with all those 
present here today. In that spirit, may the Great Overseer of the Universe continue ever to bless our 
Province and may our descendants in the West Yorkshire Mark go on from generation to generation, 
and live to tell one another of this great day, and of many others yet to come’.

At this juncture, the assembled company were delighted to hear 
that not only had all the Mark Lodges in the Province achieved 
Grand Patron Gold Award but that they have now all progressed 
to Grand Patron Diamond 
status. The Pro Grand Master 
then had the pleasure of 
investing the representative of 
each Lodge with the collarette 
and they also received new 
commemorative Mark Tokens 
from R.W.Bro. Jim, sufficient 
for all the members of each 
Lodge.

Surprises were now coming aplenty, W.Bro. Geoff Kendal, 
Chairman of Trustees at the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust 
stepped forward to present a cheque for £270,000 in aid of the 
West Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund Festival.

Quickly to be followed by V.W.Bro. David Pratt, 
Provincial Grand Master of the Craft Province 
of Yorkshire West Riding to show their support 
with cheques totaling £100,000, courtesy of 
West Riding Masonic Charities,.

V.W Bro David Pratt 
then presented our 
Provincial Grand Master 
with a  beautiful new 
gavel for the use of 
R.W.Bro. Jim and his 
successors.



The end of the surprises, a resounding NO. 

The Pro. Grand Master then addressed the meeting, 
firstly to congratulate the Authors of the 150th 
History, a magnificent record of the life of this 
Province and the involvement of Grand Lodge Also it 
is good to see our meetings taking place and  he 
thanked all for their commendable contribution. 

In particular he mentioned the Grand Masters 
Special Award for outstanding community service 
during the pandemic which required Provincial Grand 
Masters to nominate, if they wished, a member of 
their Province for consideration to receive the Award; 
at which point he asked the Grand Director of 
Ceremonies to bring W.Bro. Trevor Bolton and 
W.Bro. Roger Quick before him. 

To the delight of assembled Brethren. W.Bro. Trevor 
became Very Worshipful Brother Trevor, Past Grand 
Junior Overseer and W.Bro. Roger, Past Assistant 
Grand Chaplain, both hugely deserved. Asked to 
comment, Trevor was speechless and bolted to his 

seat, Roger said Thank You, I cannot recall either of them being this lost for words before! 

During the presentations, the Grand 
Secretary, R.W.Bro. Ryan presented 
t h r e e S c r o l l s , i n t h a n k s a n d 
congratulation, from the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master. 

These were given to the Cleeves and 
Whitehead Trust, the Craft Province of 
Yorkshire West Riding and the Mark 

Province of West Yorkshire, the latter titled, 
‘Sesquicentenary Charter of Recognition’.

The Festive Board ran very smoothly in the 
hands of the Provincial D.C. team ensuring all 
the tables were served quickly and efficiently. 
Everyone did their best and it showed once 

again Mark Masons at work. 



The formal toast to the Queen and The Most Worshipful Grand 
Master were quickly dispensed by R.W.Bro. Jim. At toast number 
three, he then gave the toast to The Most Worshipful Pro Grand 
Master, Raymond John Smith saying it was a most wonderful day 
and a pleasure for him to propose the toast.  He stated he was 
delighted, but surprised, when he invited the Grand Lodge Team 
that they all readily accepted, certainly it is a very special event.  

He mentioned his grateful thanks to The Northern Provincial Grand 
Masters for their support and, The Cleeves and Whitehead Trust, 
West Riding Masonic Charities Ltd and the Provincial Grand Master 
of The Craft for their very generous donations.

He also expressed sincere thanks for the hard work of the 
Provincial D.C. team, Secretariat and all the stewarding teams.  
Very Worshipful Brother Alan Oldfield Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master was thanked for orchestrating the whole planning. He then thanked The Pro Grand Master 
and his team not just for their marvellous support today but for all the wonderful work they do, not 
only In England and Wales but, throughout the world.  He then offered him the old and new West 
Yorkshire Mark Token which represented the transition of The 

Province from the past into its future.
The Provincial Grand Master said he 
would like to invite them to our Bi-
Centenary in 2071 but it was perhaps a 
little premature!  

In closing, and in the words of Yorkshire 
men everywhere, he said:  “Wi reet glad 
thas come, wi ope thas enjoyed thisen 
and ope tha has a reet safe journey 
ome”.

The Pro Grand Master responded swiftly 
and thanked everyone and that it had 

been an honour and a privilege to be present.  It was a super job by all involved and that he had 
been looking forward to it for such a long time.  The fact all forty four Lodges had qualified as 
Diamond Patrons was a fantastic achievement and this also meant the Province qualified as a 
Diamond Patron.  Very well done to all.

In responding The Provincial Grand Master thanked him once again.  He then asked Worshipful 
Brother Edward Wilkinson a Current Grand Steward to come forward and present his own personal 
gift for their Ladies and partners which was swiftly done.  Beautiful Cashmere fashion wraps crafted 
in the heart of Yorkshire.  

A truly momentous day, Smile, Be happy, the Magic of the Mark is alive and well in West 
Yorkshire!   
 
V.W.Bro Duncan Smith P.G.J.O
W.Bro Andrew Johnson Prov.G.S.W


