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Planning our way back

Bookings for our Sesquicentenary event are now closed, but our 

beau9ful new Sesquicentenary jewel is s9ll available on the 

website and for purchase on the day. It should be the only jewel 

worn at the event itself and will a?erwards become a 

permanent Mark jewel within the Province. It can also be worn 

at Mark fes9ve boards during our Sesquicentenary year.

A hard backed Provincial History is also now available for pre-

order, en9tled ‘150 Years in the Making’. Over 300 pages telling 

the story of our Province so far and forming a comprehensive reference document 

for the Province and all its Lodges. Simply a must buy, and quite a snip at just £15 

per copy.

As we return to our Mark and Royal Ark Mariner Freemasonry 

and look towards to the future, let’s also remember that last 

150 years, and all the Brethren and Lodges who gave so much 

to create what we have to look forward to today. The Mark 

Province of West Yorkshire, 150 years in the making.

Finally, as the very famous comedy duo said, it’s Goodbye from me and 
Hello from Worshipful Brother Andrew Johnson. 

This is my last Newsletter, although as you are all aware if you read the 
last Newsletter, I will be helping Andy along the way until he finishes his 
year as the Provincial Grand Senior Warden. 

A final thanks to you all for making the last eight years truly enjoyable by 
the welcome and support you gave me and Tony Mackrell, he is 
continuing as Prov. Photographer, upon our travels. Also, another big 
thank you to Worshipful Brother Jason Cunningham for his computer 
presentation skills with the articles, he had to spend some time on them. Look forward to 
seeing you all around the Province.
  
Remember we are all Mark Master Masons, Smile, be happy and enjoy!
V.W.Bro.Duncan Smith



 W.Bro. Frank Milner
 
The team of Widows Sons Masonic Bikers completed their marathon Bike Ride from Portsmouth to 
John O‘Groats and return, a total of 1732 miles in 4 days.  The final amount raised for The West 
Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund Festival by W.Bro. Frank being £2,713; this did include £800 from 
the Widows Sons Motor cycling community, many thanks to them
W.Bro. Frank was eighty in September and completed forty years as a Mark Master Mason in 
February 2021.  I now await with interest, and some trepidation, what scheme he will come up with 
next.

V.W.Bro Duncan Smith
Communications Manager P.G.J.O



Carl Whitehead Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners No. 110, October 2nd 2021 Annual Assembly

The Flag Ship of the Fleet berthed at Tapton Hall, the West Yorkshire 
seafaring community came together. not as many as normally would 
but, in the circumstances an excellent attendance; it is also the 
meeting when the Lodge acts as host for the Provincial Grand 
Assembly. All assembled upon the foredeck, the Skipper, Worshipful 

Commander, 
Worshipful Brother 
Robert Winterflood, 
opened proceedings 
and the early items 
of business were 
completed, including the admission of two new 
members, they being W.Bro. Michael Jessop of 
Caldene Lodge No. 501 and W.Bro. Graham 
Pearce of Dewsbury Lodge No. 641, a warm 
welcome from all.

Upon a report, the Provincial Director of Ceremonies, 
Worshipful Brother Andrew Brown was admitted, this 
was the prelude to the Admiral of the Fleet, the 
Provincial Grand Master, Right Worshipful Brother. 
James Steggles G.M.R.A.C. being admitted together 
with an escort which included the Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master, Worshipful Brother, Alan Oldfield. 
R.W.Bro. Jim was offered the helm (sceptre) which, 
on this occasion, he accepted and placed his team of 
Officers in position. 

At this juncture I think it appropriate to draw your 
attention to the minutes of the Meeting that are already on the website thereby negating any need to 
repeat. Please CLICK HERE  and no doubt you will all take note of those Brethren who received 
recognition and ensure that salutary comment will be made at your next meeting.

It includes comment about the four members of the Lodge who were present at its Consecration and 
wine was taken with the three of them at 
the Festive Board. They were a roll call 
of the most distinguished in the 
Prov ince, R.W.Bro. Br ian Batty , 
R.W.Bro. Jim Truswell and W.Bro. Ian 
Wolstencroft, fortunately the fourth had 
left early so did not lower the tone of 
proceedings. Who was he, W.Bro. 
Duncan Smith oh dear! I also missed 
seeing V.W.Bro. Edward Patnick who 
entertained the Ladies whilst the 
meeting was in course, regaling them 
with his ‘Confessions of a Junk Dealer’; I 
have no doubt that they were well 

amused.

https://westyorksmark.org.uk/provincial-royal-ark-mariner-assembly-2021/


After the Provincial Grand Master had retired the business continued with W.Bro Stephen Wood 
declared Worshipful Commander for the ensuing year. W.Bro. Philip Taylor was then declared 
Treasurer for a further year and, in acceptance, drew attention to the fact that after twenty years, the 
time for change was drawing near. W.Bro. Philip has certainly done his bit, very many thanks from all 
Philip. In the absence of the Almoner, W.Bro. Mark Kenyon provided some comment, alms were 
taken, and the Lodge closed in due form. What a cracking Meeting.

A wonderful example of Royal Ark Mariner Masonry, perhaps the Magic of the Ark

Very Worshipful Brother Duncan Smith
Communications Manager

V.W.Bro. Dr. Rod Taylor
Canon Portal Memorial Lecturer

George Portal, who was Grand Master from 1869-1873, was the driving force behind the formation of 
the Mark Benevolent Fund, in 1868. In 2018, the MBF’s 150 years of existence were celebrated with 
a thanksgiving service at Lincoln’s Inn Chapel, and the inauguration of the Canon Portal Memorial 
Lecture, the first of which was given by Dr James W Daniel. The Lecturer is appointed for two years 
and is entitled to a wear a distinctive collarette and jewel. 

Past Assistant Provincial Grand Master Dr Rod Taylor (Brighouse Lodge No 753) was recently 
appointed as the second Lecturer. He gave the first delivery of his lecture at Grand Master’s Lodge 
on 6 October 2021, when the Pro Grand Master, Raymond Smith, presented him with his collarette. 
His lecture is entitled ‘The first Royal Mark Mason’ and is an account of the life and masonic career of 
Prince Leopold. 

The lecture was extremely well received by all those present on 6th October, and we congratulate 
V.W.Bro. Rod on such a unique and distinguished appointment.

Undoubtedly something for V.W.Bro., Dr Rod Taylor to be proud of but also for the Province of West 
Yorkshire, he is a superb raconteur.



A Fabulous night at Sincerity Lodge No.943 Installation Thursday 9th 
September 2021 

 
The Lodge met for the first time in over 18 months. It was clear to see the  delight in everyone’s 
faces and that at long last things could start to get back to  the ‘normal’. 

The meeting was opened and the Provincial Grand Senior Warden, Worshipful Brother. Andrew 
Johnson accompanied by Worshipful Brother Alan Corbridge, Elected Member of the Charity 
Committee. were admitted and greeted in the  customary manner; all under the expert guidance of 
the Provincial Grand  Director of Ceremonies, Worshipful Brother Andy Brown keeping them on their 
toes. 

Worshipful Brother. Dennis Goodison presented the Master Elect, 
Brother Timothy J. Hendra and a first class installation then took 
place. The hard-working Secretary and installing officer Worshipful 
Brother. Philip Schofield P.Prov.G.J.W. heading up a great team. 

Working tools were presented by W.Bro. Michael Hatch this being 
followed by he Addresses as follows;. 

Worshipful Master  W.Bro. Philip J Schofield. 
Wardens  W.Bro.Dennis Goodison                                                                                                                   
Overseers  W.Bro. John Beresford 
Brethren   W.Bro. Michael Minns 

The Worshipful Master then appointed his officers who all placed on 
their own collars and gave a court bow. Social distancing at its best. 
The remaining business of the Lodge was then duly despatched.
 

The festive board was a first-class affair with all toasts given and received in a short but informative 
manner. This gave the Brethren a relaxed and gentle evening and allowed them home early to family. 
The message from the Provincial representatives was to support our Sesquicentenary meeting at 
Bradford Grammar School Saturday 23rd October and, information regarding both the 
sesquicentenary jewel and a hard backed book celebrating 150 years of the Province. Also that the 
Festival will end in 2023 with final celebrations to be held in Harrogate on Friday 30th June and 
Saturday 1st July 2023 where Brethren and their partners are welcome to attend. Continued support 
was needed for The Mark Benevolent Fund and the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust.  

Worthy of a mention was the toast to the Worshipful Master given by W.Bro. Dennis which showed a 
great amount of respect and affection by both the proposer and responder. Topped off by a 
wonderful rendition of the Masters Song again by W.Bro Dennis who certainly kept the Wardens in 
order as they tried to get in on the act!  

There were 28 at the meeting and 24 dined. Everyone there thought the meeting and festive board 
went extremely well and were very happy to spread the news at how professional and comfortable 
the Lodge dealt with the current pandemic issues. It will certainly encourage Brethren out to enjoy 
their Masonry but, of course only when they feel comfortable with it. 
Mark Masonry is back and it showed! 
 
W.Bro.Andrew Johnson, Prov.G.S.W.  



  
Aireferry Lodge of Mark Master Masons No. 1769.  Installation Monday 27 September 2021.
The eagerness to get going was easy to see as Brethren gathered for a cup of coffee and a biscuit.  
Chatter amongst Brethren who had not seen each other in the flesh for a long time was fabulous to 
see.  Brethren all checking their aprons still fitted after such a long break!

The Lodge opened on time and various business despatched. The Provincial Grand Master Right 
Worshipful Brother James Steggles G.M.R.A.C was then admitted with the escort befitting his rank.  
Worshipful Brother Matthew Brelsford then offered the gavel saying it was sometime since he had 
been at a Mark meeting and would be grateful if he would accept.  The P.G.M. politely declined 
saying it was some time since he had attended such a meeting too!  Salutations were then given.
W.Bro. Matthew Brelsford then stood and thanked his officers so much for their support over what 
was nearly three years of him.  A short but heartfelt address.

Worshipful Brother Stuart Jobling 
presented the Master Elect. and the 
installation meeting then took place, 
W.Bro. Matthew Brelsford showing 
no nerves at all and giving a first-
class performance.  It wasn’t 
necessary to do the signs and 
secrets as the incoming Master, 
Worshipful Brother Stephen Kearns, 
had been through the Mark chair in 
the neighbouring Province of North 
and East.

Working tools were the presented by W.Bro John Gray, the Provincial Assistant Director of 
Ceremonies for the evening.

The addresses as follows:
Worshipful Master Rt. W.Bro. James Steggles
Wardens          W.Bro. Stuart Jobling
Overseers          W.Bro. Paul Levey
Brethren          Rt. W.Bro. James Steggles

They say if you want something done then find a busy man, so true.

W.Bro. Stephen Kearns then appointed and invested his officers.  All other Lodge business then 
being quickly dealt with.  Although it should be mentioned that the W.M. in the Almoner’s report did 
mention and stress that Covid 19 was far from behind us and that we should all continue to exercise 
caution and common sense.  The lodge was closed.

The Festive board was well spaced, and toasts swiftly but perfectly delivered. The P.G.M. then gave 
information regarding our Sesquicentenary meeting stressing bookings were going well and to book 
in as soon as possible.  It would be a day of great pageantry and some surprises.  Sesquicentenary 
jewels and a hardback book could all be bought on the Provincial website, and it would be a great 
help towards the Festival if this could be done as we had lost over 18 months of fundraising.  Lodges 
should be encouraged to hold various functions to raise money towards the festival and he would, if 
possible, try to attend these types of events.  Final celebrations at Harrogate in 2023 were also 
mentioned.



Chaplain’s Corner

What a great thing it is to be back together again!  After so many 
months apart, linked only by phone calls, emails and Zoom - much 
appreciated though those were - we find again that there is no 
substitute for meeting face to face.  

Some of us have felt apprehensive about coming back.  That must 
be a matter for each of us to decide; no-one is coerced.  Having 
been double jabbed myself (after having had Covid and recovered, 
thank God) I am attending meetings, and am glad to follow the lead 
of our PGM in continuing to bump elbows in greeting.  Maybe this 
will in time evolve itself into a sign of recognition!  (Three distinct 
bumps….)

All of this reminds me that more than once I have talked with potential candidates for the Craft.  I tell 
them that, yes, there are videos online which purport to show our ceremonies.  I tell them that the 
difference is like that between watching a wedding on Coronation Street and getting married 
yourself!  Actually being there, engaging wholeheartedly, taking a part, making a contribution, joining 
together in harmony; those are the things we have all missed. 

Now we can celebrate those vital things again. We can rejoice to have found again that which was 
lost.  Let us then delight even more than before in our shared fellowship.  By so doing, we will 
assuredly 

Mark Well.  

Worshipful Brother Alec Geddes spoke of the need for continued support of The Mark Benevolent 
Fund and the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust.

Encouraging news from the W.M. was that they had two candidates lined up and that these would 
be their next ceremonies.

The Brethren all satisfied with a delicious festive board made their way home early to be amongst 
their loved ones.

W.Bro. Andrew Johnson Prov.G.S.W. 

A History of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge

of
Mark Master Masons 

West Yorkshire
1871 - 2021

PRE- ORDER YOUR COPY HERE

https://westyorksmark.org.uk/book-promo/


                   Ian Truswell Prov.G.J.W

Born in Rotherham the youngest of a family of four children my father was a true Yorkshireman, 
Sheffield born and bred, whilst my mother was born in Scotland, 
a Glaswegian, where they married in 1936. I attended the local 
junior and primary school and then Oakwood, the newly made 
comprehensive and former technical high school. There I 
developed my interest in engineering enjoying metalwork and 
woodwork and Technical Drawing.

I left school at 15 and started work as an apprentice motor mechanic 
but became bored just working on cars and moved to a family-owned 
Retail company that operated some commercial vehicles. The lure of 
heavy commercial vehicles encouraged me to apply to move to what 
was then a large Rotherham based Haulage Company. I was just 
about to move when my father effectively put a stop to it and at the 
age of just seventeen, I started work in Sheffield at the family 
business, John Truswell & Sons Ltd. I started on the day I had passed 
my driving test so I could drive myself to and from work! Further study 
at night school and day release enabled me to complete my technical 
qualifications.

I had always thought that I could drive a motor car quickly, so I joined 
the Castle Motor Club at Conisbourgh with my Mark 1 Cortina and competed in 12 car night rallies 
and auto cross meetings.  I then moved to the Sheffield and Hallamshire motor club with my 
brother’s Mark 2 Lotus Cortina. My navigator and I finished enough special stage rallies to qualify for 
our International Competition Licences which is something my children still do not believe to this 
day! However, I gradually reduced the number of rally entries and decided that I wanted to build a 
future with Susan, my long-suffering girlfriend; we married in September 1972 and celebrate our 
49th wedding anniversary this year. 

Whilst work life is very important so are things at home. 
Susan and I have been blessed with two children. When 
Glen, our oldest was five, I remembered what fun I had 
enjoyed sailing with my Uncle Billy in Scotland, so I 
bought an old Mirror Dinghy. We joined the local sailing 
club to learn how to properly sail and race sailing 
dinghies; Duncan, our youngest, crewed for another club 
member and within a couple of years Glen took the 
mirror from me to race himself.  The boys steadily 
moved up the performance rankings and continue to 
compete at the highest level today. Susan and I 
switched from sail to power and we both now enjoy 
watching the progress of our three grandchildren as they 
grow and begin their journey in water sport.

My journey in Masonry began in 1986 when I joined Sandbeck Lodge No. 7275. Having occupied 
nearly every office I became Master in 1997 and was appointed to the acting office of Prov.A.G.D.C. 
in 2004. Royal Arch Chapter soon followed my craft membership.



Regularly mixing in Rotherham Masonry with the likes of the late 
Phillip Birch and Alex Keay and of course my brother, J.B. 
Truswell encouraged me to join Rother Mark. I can honestly say 
that I have never regretted that decision! I reached the chair of 
Rother in 2009 and that brought with it some of my best 
experiences in Masonry. During that year our practice nights 
were usually attended by all my officers, and we had an absolute 
hoot! Although we took the ceremony very seriously, we also 
made sure that everyone went home with a smile on their face! I 
was honoured to receive the acting rank of Prov.G.S.O in 2013 
and very much enjoyed the visits that brought. 

I am now privileged to have been appointed Prov.G.J.W. 

In conclusion, without any doubt the Mark is a beautiful degree in Masonry. It does fantastic charity 
work nationally and within the community. It has sincere, enthusiastic members who are well skilled 
in life experience. It has proved to be a welcome relief for my brother and myself when work and 
other life pressures have been challenging. Whilst we all appreciate the serious learnings of the 
degree, we must never fail to enjoy the irony of the story that so accurately reflects life!    

250 Club Newsletter

The outcome of the 250 Club bi-annual draw was 
announced on Saturday 2nd October at the Carl 
Whitehead Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners at Tapton Hall. 
Interestingly and by a dint of good fortune, to have been 
well distributed around the Province with 12 prizes 
totalling £1500

The total prize fund was £1500, comprising three major 
prizes of £250 each: lucky recipients. W.Bro. John 
Maxwell, W.Bro. Peter Higgins and W.Bro. Martin 
Millward, the latter two both members of Pontefract 
Lodge No. 878. Additionally, it will not escape your 
attention that the Family Leach received £100 for Susan 
and £50 for Paul. You may say ‘Lucky People’, but you 
must be in it to win it! Perhaps time to buy more numbers 
or take some for the first time

The Chairman of the 250 Club, Worshipful Brother Keith 
Robinson reminds you that 50% of the proceeds are 
returned in prize money and contributes to over £3,000 
annually to Provincial initiatives, presently supporting
the West Yorkshire Mark Benevolent fund festival event and 2023 celebrations.

If you are not a 250 Club member and want to join, please contact your Lodge representative or 
Secretary for an application form. Best of luck, it does go to a good cause.



What are you doing? 
If you’re helping those in distress, or supporting our key workers we want to hear about it, we 
would like to share good news stories and highlight the good work being done by the Mark 
community. 

Please send your story to:  webmaster@westyorksmark.org.uk

Chairman of the Festival’s Corner, V.W Bro. Richard Puttrell

Our final gala weekend seems to be getting nearer. The festival 
committee is working towards making this a memorable 
weekend. So, first things first, the dates:
Friday 30th June is the social evening where we welcome our 
visitors from around the country. Time to chat, a warm buffet 
and music. Dancing to “Soulmates”.

 Saturday 1st July 2023 is the main event, a Gala Dinner, the 
announcement of the results of our efforts and then dancing 
and socialising until late, accompanied by “Downtown Swing”.

The venue is Harrogate Conference Centre, hotel rooms have 
been reserved for those who wish to stay over and make it a full 

weekend for your wives and partners. 

The launch for booking is the Monday 
following the Festival of Surrey in July 
2022. I’m sure that you will be hearing a lot 
more about this over the next few months. 
All Mark Master Masons and their wives 
and partners may attend, why not get a 
group together from your Lodge?

So, what of our fundraising this year? As you 
would expect, it has been greatly reduced. 
But there are events coming up which I hope 
you will all support. 

More importantly, your Lodge events and 
donations are the best fun ways to support 
the Festival and the Mark Benevolent Fund. 

What are you doing? 
If you’re helping those in distress, or supporting our key workers we want to hear about it, we 
would like to share good news stories and highlight the good work being done by the Mark 
community. 

Please send your story to:  provcomms@westyorksmark.org.uk



Just remember the support the MBF has given to all our Hospices this year. The MBF can only do 
this with your support of the Festivals. 

The Virtual Walk to John O’Groats is coming to an end. Thanks to all who supported this event. 

Many thanks to W. Bro Frank Milner on his “Big Ride”. A splendid effort. Well done to him.

Your ways to help:

Personal donations through the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust, where gift aid can be claimed. 

Regular donations via Standing Orders, again through the C&W Trust. Please ask your Charity 
Steward for details.

All other donations to the West Yorkshire Mark benevolent Fund Festival

Support Lodge raffles and events.   

Your money, your Province, your support, your success

The Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons, Communication September 7th 2021

A good and hearty band of West Yorkshire Mark Master Masons made their way to Great Queen 
Street to attend the Annual Appointment and Investiture meeting.  This was in the presence of the 
Pro Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother Raymond John Smith.  

A rather longer meeting than normal as not only was it to invest recipients of Active Grand Rank and 
Brethren in receipt of First Appointments to Past Grand Rank but, also to appoint and invest 
Brethren promoted in Grand Rank.  This of course due to the covid pandemic.

All processional parties were admitted in order, with the Brethren remaining standing, and, when 
complete, the Pro Grand Master received salutations then dealt with the business set out in the 
Summons. The focus then was on those receiving various appointments to Grand Rank.  In the case 
of West Yorkshire these were as follows:

First Appointments
Mark Holland to P.A.G.D.C.
Alex Geddes to P.A.G.D.C.
Geoff Kendall to P.A.G. Swd.B.
Gerald Wilde to P.G.St.B.

Promotions
Duncan Smith to P.G.J.O.
David Hymas to P.G.S.D.
Ian Smith to P.G.J.D.
Nic Rowland to P.G.Std.B.



Many congratulations to all.

The Most Worshipful Pro Grand Master ,M.W.Bro.Raymond John Smith then addressed the meeting  
and I would draw attention to the following; 

Appreciation was the core message of his address but firstly he brought the very best wishes from 
the Most Worshipful Grand Master who was unable to be present but hopefully will preside at the 
Grand Assembly in December. In August next year we will be celebrating the 40th anniversary of our 
Grand Master becoming the head of our Order, more in due time.
Probably the greatest trial we face going forward will be getting existing members back to meetings 
when they feel comfortable in doing so and they will need all the gentle encouragement we are able 
to provide. Retention will therefore be our focus to the end of the year at least and if we can achieve 
success in this then we can look to turn our attention to recruitment in the New Year to add to the 
long list of candidates for advancement of which we are already aware.

He then expressed his sincere appreciation to all at Mark Master Masons Hall and those Brethren 
throughout the world who have worked assiduously to keep the wheels of Mark Masonry turning, 
well done.  Our Order should also be very proud of the contribution so many made in so many ways 
supporting those in need during the pandemic. 
Too many for me to mention individually today but it was those acts of kindness and care that 
brought about the decision to ask our Provincial Grand Masters to nominate, if they wished, a 
member of the Province for consideration to receive the Grand Masters Special Award for 
outstanding community service during covid 19. Eighteen awards of first appointment or promotion 
in Grand Rank were made and a number were present. 
Grand Lodge was then closed.

With the sun still shinning the majority of the Brethren of West Yorkshire retired to Philomena’s bars 
to toast the recipients and, to once again enjoy the company of other Mark Masons.  Wonderful to 
see. A fabulous day which was conducted with common sense regarding social distancing.  The 
Brethren of West Yorkshire offering congratulations and saying hello by a bumping of elbows.

W.Bro Andrew Johnson Prov.G.S.W.

Pontefract Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners No. 878-Installation, October 8th 2021.

The crew assembled in the fo’c’s’le, for the uninitiated 
the area towards the bow, of the Frigate, Pontefract 
Lodge of RAM No. 878 securely berthed in her home 
Port. Arrangements were in hand to install a new 
Skipper, Worshipful Brother John Gray, having held the 
Post for two years, was handing the Helm to his First 
Lieutenant Brother Robert Patrick.

Cognisant of Covid, a good attendance present when 
W.Bro. John opened proceedings which included a 
memory of dearly departed Worshipful Brother Ron 
Lewis for whom many had great affection. Worshipful Brother Ian Wolstencroft was then welcomed 
as the Personal Representative of the Provincial Grand Master, saluted accordingly, and said that he 
was pleased to be there particularly to listen to the Organist! Ian is the Organist!!



The Installation was undertaken in a diligent and polished fashion by 
W.Bro. John, a performance of which he can be duly proud and 
which was well received by  the newly Installed Skipper, Worshipful 
Commander Robert Patrick. W.Bro. Ian then presented the Keystone 
Collaret and the Grand Patron Collaret. Apparently, they are one of 
few RAM. Lodges who have qualified for the Grand patron Gold 
Award which they will receive in due course from the PGM, 
congratulations Ponte.

The officers were then appointed, no surprises and a delight to see 
Brother Trevor Brown, he of Gothic Mark Lodge fame, take the post 
of Senior Deacon, three years hence will be an Installation to 
remember! W.Bro. John then concluded the main event with the 
Address to W.Bro. Robert. At this point he was himself presented 
with the Past Commanders Jewel in the hands of W.Bro. Ian with the 

words that it came with the respect and admiration 
of all the Brethren. Well, earned.

The remaining business attended, all adjourned to 
the Mess deck for victuals and liquid sustenance, 
delicious Mushroom soup and Roast Beef plus 
Yorkshire Pudding. 

Finally, need to make a point of mentioning the 
Director of Ceremonies, Worshipful Brother Gary 
Parker who kept the ship on a true course 
throughout with his quiet, confident, manner 
punctuated with the occasional quip to keep all 
attentive. Well, done GG.

Saluting the Quarter Deck upon departure, all safely navigated to their home Ports after 
another special evening of Royal Ark Mariner Masonry, Smile, Be happy. 

Worshipful Brother Duncan Smith  R.A.M.G.R.
Communications Manager 

Pudsey Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners No.658 Installation meeting Monday 20 September 2021.

Land ahoy! Finally, and at long last the crew were able to gather on dry land and install a new 
Commander after nearly 2 years.  There was great excitement and a few ‘wobbly sea legs’ as the 
crew greeted their guests.  

The dispensations were read, and the Lodge opened.  W.Bro Gerry Barker then greeted W.Bro John 
Vause the personal representative of the Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master James Steggles 
G.M.R.A.C. W.Bro. Gerry saying it was good to see his old friend and was looking forward to his 
company.  W. Bro John said he too was looking forward to it but, that he was a long standing friend 
and not an ‘old friend’! 



The customary salutations were then given. Various minutes 
from during the covid 19 restrictions, far too many to mention 
here, were then approved by the Brethren.

W.Bro Gerry Barker then presented a Grand Lodge Certificate 
to Brother Hoyle in his normal effective manner. He thanked 
all his officers and indeed the Brethren for their support 
during the recent difficult times.  True Royal Ark Mariners.

The Installation then took place and was delivered in a 
wonderful way.  Hard to believe the Lodge had not met for 
such a long time.

W.Bro Gilbert Jarrett then presented the keystone collarette.
W.Bro Terry Gatherum         Working Tools
W.Bro Richard Brown The Exposition
W.Bro Jim Gray Final Address

All done in a first-class manner. Fabulous to see after all this 
time.

A Past Commanders Jewel was presented to W.Bro Gerry by 
Worshipful Brother Howard Bott, his words and W.Bro 
Gerry’s response showing their longstanding friendship.

Various Lodge business was then promptly dealt with allowing the brethren to enjoy the festive 
board.  Brethren all socially distanced of course.

Bro. Graham Hoyle delivering the toast to Province. W.Bro Vause responded in a short, concise 
and informative manner giving details regarding our Sesquicentenary meeting , the Jewel available, 
and information about our final celebration weekend in Harrogate in 2023.  He closed by thanking 
Bro. Hoyle for his most kind of toasts and indeed for the expansive way in which he delivered it 
which included a complete update of W.Bro. Johns C.V!

A fabulous evening as always.  People sailing of into the sunset and no doubt looking forward to 
the next meeting.

W.Bro. Andrew Johnson Prov. G.S.W


