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Planning our way back

We have all now been in some form of lockdown from our Masonic 
Meetings for over 15 months and it’s at least that long since any of 
us performed any meaningful Mark or Royal Ark Mariner ritual. 
Thankfully, a return to our meetings is now clearly on the horizon 
and we need to start planning our way back.

Within the Province we are drawing up a Recovery Plan to catch up 
with all we have missed, with many Lodge Special Events and 
Presentations outstanding. Please be patient as we try to fit them all 
into a very busy programme.

But in your Lodges, you should also now be planning for a return. We know that we have over 
30 Candidates waiting to join us and they all deserve a meaningful Advancement or Elevation 
ceremony. So please start to re-visit your Ritual Books and start to plan for rehearsals as soon 
as we are able to meet again.

Virtual Lodge rehearsals are also possible, using Zoom or similar platforms, as long as signs 
and words not printed in full in your ritual books are not used.

And finally, we are now in the last 2 years of our Festival and plans are well in hand for its 
spectacular finale in 2023. Watch the video from the link in this Newsletter to see what it’s all 
about, what’s still to come, and how you can help.

There’s a great deal to look forward to as we resume our Mark and Royal Ark Mariner 
Freemasonry. So let’s all enjoy it together by Marking Well.

Best wishes to you all.

Hopefully by the time you read these words, freedom will be just 
around the corner, well at least a form of freedom.  

Undoubtedly caution will continue to be the watchword but at least 
we will be able to open Meetings, advance candidates and proceed 
with special Events such as the Sesquicentenary celebration in 
October, I am sure that you are looking forward as much as I am. 
Hopefully, therefore, there will be numerous meetings in the next 
three months upon which I will be able to report.
Trust that you enjoy this, the 17th Issue which contains some special 
items!
 Once again, many thanks to W. Bro. Jason Cunningham who is 
responsible for the presentation and issue of the Newsletter.

Worshipful Brother Duncan Smith P.G.S.D.



What are you doing? 
If you’re helping those in distress, or supporting our key workers we want to hear about it, we 
would like to share good news stories and highlight the good work being done by the Mark 
community. 

Please send your story to:  webmaster@westyorksmark.org.uk

What are you doing? 
If you’re helping those in distress, or supporting our key workers we want to hear about it, we 
would like to share good news stories and highlight the good work being done by the Mark 
community. 

West Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund Festival 2023
 

This will be upon us sooner than you think and 
t h e F e s t i v a l C o m m i t t e e u n d e r t h e 
Chairmanship of V.W.Brother Richard Puttrell 
have been working very hard. There are some 
aspects which now need to be brought to the 
attention of all of us.

A short video presentation has been prepared 
for you, where details are available in respect 
of dates, activities, entertainment and notice of 
opportunities for some of us to be involved at 
the event; 
 

CLICK HERE TO WATCH 

Chairman of the Festival’s Corner, V.W Bro. Richard Puttrell  

Well, hopefully we are approaching the end of the restrictions and 
we may all be meeting together soon. It’s been a difficult period 
for the West Yorkshire Festival, events having been cancelled or 
postponed and income for the Mark Benevolent Fund greatly 
reduced. 

A big thank you to all those who have supported our web site 
fund-raising. 

So, as we start to look at getting back to some kind of normal, I 
ask you to consider ways in which your Lodge could have a fund-
raising function or event. There are lots of ways to do this, from a 
coffee morning, a short walk or a small garden party. My main 
request though is that you have fun doing it. 

Getting together with your partners, enjoying the conversation and putting a few pounds in the 
pot. 

So, what’s happening? -

https://westyorksmark.org.uk/festival-promo/


Franks Big Ride mid-August, please support this main 2021 
fund-raising event via the Provincial web site. 

He’s going a long, long way and we need to support him. The 
way to do that is through the web site donation page or send 
me a cheque if that is easier for you. For personal donations, 
payable to the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust, for other 
payments West Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund Festival.
The Classic Car Show to be held at Wetherby MH Sunday 
22nd August. Why not have a stall? A buffet lunch and a 

fabulous day out looking at all these old cars. See W.Bro Les Davy lesdavy@talktalk.net for more 
details or visit the web site.
Don’t forget to bring your spanners!

OK, so Frank is riding up to John O’Groats, well, 
why not join us on a virtual walk from Lands End to 
John O’Groats? The LE2JO’G event.
During September, we will be inviting you to walk a 
few miles towards the total mileage of 1,100 miles. 
We are taking the scenic route. If you walk to the 
Paper Shop every day or if you go on a 15-mile 
walk, every mile will add up to the total. So however 
far you can manage during September, it will all 
count.

All we ask for is a £10 donation to the Festival and to send in your mileage every week. The progress 
will be shown on the web site. Who knows, we may even turn around and come back. Further details 
to be released mid-July.

Also coming up later in the year, a Provincial Sesquicentenary Raffle with some major prizes. Watch 
out for further details. 
Look out for the new video regarding the Festival Gala Weekend - Friday 30thJune and Saturday 1st 
July 2023. Please put the dates in your diaries. A weekend to party and enjoy the culmination of 7 

years fund-raising.

• Personal donations through the Cleeves and 
Whitehead Trust, where gift aid can be claimed. 

• Regular donations via Standing Orders, again 
through the C&W Trust. Please ask your Charity 
Steward for details.

• All other donations to the West Yorkshire Mark 
benevolent Fund Festival

Your money, your Province, your support, your success

mailto:lesdavy@talktalk.net


The major Fundraising event for 2021 in the hands of W.Bro. Frank Milner
 

An opportunity for all the 
brethren of the West 
Yorkshire Province of 
Mark Master Masons to 
support one of their Own 
in his quest to raise funds 
for the 2023 Festival. Well, 
I hear you say who is this 
man? foolish enough to 
motorcycle a round trip, 
Portsmouth to John ‘O 
Groats and back, a total of 
1732 miles. Fret not at 
Integrity Lodge of Mark 

Master Masons No. 110 we have more than one, but it is 
Worshipful Brother Frank Milner who leads the way, see the 
photos herewith. No, it is not Uncle Albert of ‘Only Fools and Horses’ fame, the difference between 
the clips is that he had a haircut, unfortunately by a passing sheep shearer!
 
The event is under the auspices of the Southern Chapter of the Widows Sons, hence the start on the 
19th August from Portsmouth, sent off by Right Worshipful Brother George Deacon, the Provincial 
Grand Master for the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Province of Mark Master Masons,  returning three 
days later. W.Bro. Frank, living in Wakefield, will leave home on the 19th circa 5 a.m,  joining up with 
the rest in Portsmouth, and then finish on the return leg from John ‘O Groats as they pass Wakefield, 
he will then have completed the full round trip. 
He will be sponsored by the Ridings Chapter of the Widows Sons, well known for their charitable 
endeavours.  

W.Bro. Frank, will be eighty in 
September and completed forty 
years as a Mark Master Mason in 
February 2021. Throughout he has 
been an athlete, risk taker and 
entrepreneur suffering physically on 
occasion, he has a steel plate in his 
skull and has been diagnosed twice 
with cancer. 

On the last occasion this gave rise to 
the comment in the Almoners Report, 
‘Do not be concerned, it is clearly 

apparent that the good lord does not want him’. Whether that is true or not, we treasure him at 
Integrity and want him with us for many years to come.

Ergo encourage him in this effort, and other future escapades, give generously to Frank and the 
Cleeves and Whitehead Trust, and therefore the MBF Festival 2023. Also, if you have spare funds in 
your Lodge which cannot benefit from ‘Gift Aid’, viz they were proceeds of a raffle, because they 
were intended for the Festival they could be added to the pot, just a thought.



Carl Whitehead Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners No. 110

It was the 5th October, 2019 when the last meeting of the Lodge took place atTapton Hall which 
incorporated the Provincial Royal Ark Mariner Assembly and this 
was the first occasion when the business of the Lodge, one of the 
largest in the country, was held in ‘Zoom’ format. In the absence 
of the Worshipful Commander, W.Bro. Robert Winterflood, Past 
Commander Worshipful Brother Ian Wolstencroft took the helm to 
steer this mighty dreadnought through the choppy waters of 
modern technology, where would we be without it Brethren.

Acting as the Presiding Officer, W. Bro. Ian welcomed all present 
including the Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro. James Steggles 
G.M.R.A.C., both the Deputy P.G.M., W.Bro. Alan Oldfield and the Assistant P.G.M., W, Bro. Trevor 
Bolton joined later, both having had prior engagements. The Exemption from Local Suspension 
Letter and the Dispensation to meet were read by the Scribe, W.Bro. Mark Kenyon and noted. This 
was followed by the minutes of the last meeting which were approved but I doubt that many of us 
remembered much, Apologies accepted we were to move on to-receiving the Report and Accounts 
for the Years ending 31st August 2019 and those for the Year ended 31st August 2020. 
Unfortunately, the Treasurer, W.Bro. Philip Taylor was not in attendance, but he did log on later, the 
Accounts were presented and accepted and assurance that the Subscriptions, presently seventeen 
pounds would remain unaltered.

Attention was then directed to the Election of Worshipful Master for the ensuing year, and there 
being no other nominees, W.Bro. Stephen Wood was duly declared. The Election of the Treasurer 
was taken, again only one nominee, W.Bro. Philip Taylor, he was duly declared. In neither case did 
any Brother call for a ballot, election of Warder was left in the hands of the incoming Worshipful 
Commander. A Ballot, on a show of hands, was then taken to confirm Worshipful Brother Derek 
Cope as an Honorary member.

Three Resignations were then tabled, one of which was W.Bro.Neil Davies who, with the passage of 
time had second thoughts, applied to return to the Lodge, was duly proposed and seconded, a ballot 
by virtual show of hands in accordance with advice received from Grand Lodge, W.Bro. Neil returned 
to the fold excellent news, and welcome back. The Almoners report was then presented by W.Bro. 
Les Davy sadly to include the names of nine Brethren who had passed to the Grand Lodge above 
including R.W.Bro. George Henry Philip Birch, there are many of us have warm memories of Philip 
and all those who have joined him. W.Bro. Les then proposed, seconded by the Prov.G.M., R.W.Bro. 
Jim, that W.Bro. David Marcus be granted honorary membership, this to be confirmed at the next 
meeting. This was joined by W.Bro. Dr. Rod Taylor proposing W.Bro. Bob Andrew for honorary 
membership, again to be balloted at the next meeting.

The Prov. G.M., R.W. Bro Jim Steggles addressed the meeting with particular reference to the 
Sesquicentenary meeting to be held at Bradford in October. This will be an all ticket event ergo if you 
are intent on being present, respond quickly as it will probably be a sell out. We will be delighted, and 
privileged , to receive the Pro Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother Raymond Smith,  the Deputy 
Grand Master, Right Worshipful Brother John Herbert Prizeman and the Assistant Grand Master, 
Right Worshipful Brother Stephen Davison accompanied by the Grand Secretary, Right Worshipful 
Brother Ryan Williams and the Grand Director of Ceremonies, Right Worshipful Brother Frank 
Spencer. 

Much preparation has gone into this once in a lifetime, or two life*mes, which will have pageantry and 
SURPRISES, you have been warned. 



W. Bro. Geoffrey Kendall, Chairman of Trustees, Cleeves and Whitehead Trust

I am grateful for this opportunity to tell a little about my life to 
date; I was born in 1943 in the highlands of Scotland (I 
suppose somebody has to be) it was a little village called Muir 
of Ord. I was a war baby, and my father was a sergeant in the 
RAF and was stationed at a place called Red Castle. As the 
war came to an end we moved back to Sheffield where my 
father was born.

I was educated at Nether Edge Grammar school and had every intention of 
becoming ships engineer in the Merchant Navy. My Father had other ideas 
and wanted me to join the family general contracting business, which I did.

When I was 21 years of age, we had yet another major falling out, I was 
sacked on a regular basis by him which I usually ignored and continued to 
look after my men.  However, when I handed in my notice after the last spat, 
I was sacked again, given no notice or holiday pay!!  I was immediately 
employed as an area rep for a paint company and became successful.  My 
working life changed completely, in January 1974 when I decided the 
financial services industry was where I belonged, as this was to become a 
profession that remained until my retirement in 2012.

It was through my employment as a paint rep that I met a man that was to 
become a lifelong friend, Neil Franklin who introduced me to Round Table 
(Riverdale 656) in 1966 where I enjoyed many happy and rewarding times 

for the next 17 years. It was through a Stewards evening social event of Furnival Lodge that my 
interest in Freemasonry was kindled, and I learned what Freemasonry did for people. 
I was initiated into Furnival Lodge in November 1971, so all being well I should get my 50 years 
certificate later this year.  
I attained the chair of Furnival for the first time in November 1984, subsequently being recycled 
every 10 years until 2006. 
The 1984  “Tapton” North East corner included the Master from Hadassah Lodge, yes, the man who 
is known now as V.W. Bro Edward Patnick.  It wasn’t very long before he approached me to join 
Vulcan Mark Lodge, which I did in 1986.  

I attained the chair of that lodge in 2000, and the D of C was V.W. Bro Alex Keay; he was a great 
mentor and we built up a good friendship. With Alex and Edward both being Trustees of the Cleeves 
and Whitehead Trust it was not long before Alex asked if I would be interested in becoming a 
Trustee, which I did in March 2009. 

I was placed on the finance committee, my experience in investments being the main reason.  I 
served my term of 9 years, and remained as a co-opted member, and was elected as a trustee again 
in March 2020.

As all I have talked about is me!!! I would just like to tell you that my life took a major change in 
November 2009 at the age of 66!!! This year was when I met the love of my life who was to become 
the first and only Mrs Kendall.  Trish supports me and is there for me in everything I do. Trish was a 
widow so along with her came my wonderful extended family of 4 sons, 11 grandchildren who I love 
dearly and apparently, this is reciprocated much to my joy.



Trish and I love to winter in Spain in a village called Moraira, where we now have 
lots of friends, Covid put paid to that last winter, but we are hopeful for this 
November. We also share many hobbies together including golf when able, 
although the sailing has now come to an end, unfortunately taken over with my 
new gardening skills!!!!

W. Bro. Geoffrey Kendall P.A.G.Swd.B

The Annual General Meeting of the Huddersfield, Halifax and Districts Installed Masters 
Association.

The Annual General Meeting of the Association took place on Wednesday, the 28th of April 2021 
when a good number of Members and Guests, the latter including Past Provincial Grand Master, 
R.W.Bro. Brian Batty, were present. Additionally, they were joined by the Provincial Grand Master, 
R.W.Bro. James Steggles G.M.R.A.C.  

The Deputy Provincial Grand Master, V.W.Bro. Alan Oldfield and the Assistant Provincial Grand 
Master, W.Bro. Trevor Bolton, joined later having prior engagements.

Prior to opening the President W.Bro. Peter Spence requested all Brethren to observe a moment of 
reflection in recognition of departed Brethren. 

The meeting was then opened, apologies received when it was time for W.Bro. Peter to give his 
report which, in terms of the last year was unsurprisingly short given the impact of the Covid 
pandemic. He did however say that in his first year he had attended a good number of Lodges, 
enjoying Installations across the District and the company of the Brethren. He expressed his grateful 
thanks to the Lodge Representatives for their excellent support, finally his very best wishes to his 
successor.

W.Bro. Peter then invested his successor, the appointments being as follows. 

President, W.Bro. Lance Milburn, Beaumont Lodge,

Senior Vice President, W.Bro. George Foster, Truth Lodge and

Junior Vice President, W.Bro. Brian Viner, Prince Edward Lodge

No surprises followed with both W. Bro. John Davis and W. Bro. Bev Heywood, both being re-
appointed in their roles of Secretary and Treasurer respectively. 

W.Bro. Bev deputising as Assistant Secretary and W.Bro. John as Assistant Treasurer, a neat way to 
fill the spaces! The Auditors were also re-appointed being W.Bro. Stephen Wood and W.Bro. 
Richard Brook, they being warmly thanked for their continuing efforts. 

W.Bro. Lance confirmed that a programme of visits and events would be arranged when more 
clarity, in the way forward following the relaxation of the Lockdown measures, was available.  Watch 
this space.



R.W. Bro. Jim then addressed the Meeting, congratulating all who had taken Office and trusting that 
a much more rewarding and enjoyable year was to follow. 

Confirmation was then provided that it is probable that all Mark Lodges will attain Grand Patron Gold 
Award status by the end of 2021, and perhaps Mark Lodge could then consider assisting the Royal 
Ark Mariner Lodges to qualify. 

He then took the opportunity to explain the rationale in respect of the funding of the Festival 
celebration costs in 2023. The event will take place at the Harrogate International Convention Centre, 
and that has been booked. But the booking only includes the banqueting hall, ergo funding has to be 
found for a number of other requirements, such as entertainment and technical costs for lighting, 
sound etc. All these costs are usually included in the ticket price and the Associations have been 
asked to assist with the technical costs, if possible, to help keep the ticket price down. 

Tickets for the last two Festivals have been £75, and it is hoped not to exceed this for our Festival in 
2023. R.W.Bro. Jim was confident that the Province would come together to ensure that West 
Yorkshire concludes its Festival journey in good heart and sets an example for others to follow. 

Editor’s Note - and we are not about to let him, our Province and ourselves down, are we brethren?

He then reminded brethren that in the Province we will not be considering Lodge meetings in person 
until after 21st June. 
A letter has also been received from the Grand Secretary informing that a donation of £1000 will be 
made available to all Lodges to support a Hospice of their choosing, guidance will be forthcoming 
shortly as to the detail.  

Finally, get ready for the Sesquicentenary Celebrations at Bradford Grammar School on the 23rd 
October this year, apparently there will be some SURPRISES, I wonder what that means, be there to 
find out and make sure that you have a Sesquicentenary Jewel, available on the web site or by 
CLICKING HERE

Remember Be happy, you are a Mark Master Mason

Worshipful Brother Duncan Smith P.G.S.D.
Communications Manager

https://westyorksmark.org.uk/sesquicentenary-jewel/


The Annual general Meeting of the Bradford and District 
Installed Masters Association 2021.

The meeting took place on Wednesday 19th of May 2021. It was opened by the President 
W.Bro. Stuart Prince. 
His first duty was to welcome all present especially the distinguished guests which included 
our Provincial Grand Master R.W. Bro James Steggles G.M.R.A.C.  The Deputy provincial 
Grand Master V.W. Bro Alan Oldfield and the Past Provincial Grand Master R.W. Bro Brian 
Maurice Batty.

The president gave his address which, not surprisingly was short due to the pandemic and 
visiting and socials not being possible. He stated it had been a strange year but was 
optimistic for the coming year as there did seem to be light at the end of the tunnel.  He said 
support had been solid during his tenure, and he was confident this solid support would 
develop and grow in the coming year.  

The festival celebration in Harrogate 2023 was mentioned and the need for the I.M.A to fully 
support this venture.

CLICK HERE FOR THE BOOKING FORM

https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2021/06/Booking-Form.pdf


The President said in line with advice from Province it was thought it best that The President, 
Vice President and Junior Vice President remain in office as no visits or socials had been 
possible during the last 12 months.  

W. Bro Tom Ward was pleased to propose this, and Bro. Mark Simmons seconded.  This was 
confirmed by the members present.

The President then said that W. Bro Tony Breckon, the current Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Association had, after many years, decided it was time for a change.  The President thanked 
him on behalf of all the brethren for his hard work and dedication and, in view of this he 
proposed that Bro. Mark Simmons be elected as Secretary and Treasurer of the Association.  
W. Bro Clive Hawkins seconded this.  

This was confirmed by the brethren.
Bro. Mark Simmons thanked everyone for their confidence and stated he would do his 
utmost to keep up the high standard set and that they would soon learn if that confidence 
were justified! but, as he had had excellent training from the Premier Lodge in the Province, 
he was sure things would continue to the high standard!

R.W.Bro James Steggles then addressed the meeting. He wished all the Officers appointed 
continued success and a much busier year.  He then went on to explain the Festival costs for 
our celebration in 2023 at the Harrogate Conference Centre.  

It was hoped all 4 of the Installed Masters Association would help raise funds to support the 
technical aspect of the meeting lighting, sound etc.  which would then help keep the ticket 
price down to hopefully around £75.00.  

Brethren were encouraged to attend the Sesquicentenary meeting in October of this year and 
asked to buy and wear that special jewel as it was the only one to be worn on that occasion.  
It will be a fabulous day with some surprises and one not to be missed.  He hoped the 
brethren supported the continued suspension until at least the 21st June and that no formal 
visits would be made until the end of the year. 

This was a conscious decision to keep brethren safe, and that no one should feel under any 
pressure to attend until the time was right for them.  Information had been received from the 
Grand Secretary regarding £1.25 million being given and, that every lodge in the province 
would be able to donate £1000 to their local hospice.  All in memory of H.R.H Prince Phillip.  
 
He congratulated the President Stuart Prince, Vice President Richard Bleasdale and Junior 
Vice president ken Hill on their re-appointment.  Mark Simmons on his new appointment to 
Secretary/Treasurer and thanked Tony Breckon for his dedication over the years. 

The President then closed the zoom meeting with just 20 seconds to spare.  Perfect timing 
brethren!
W. Bro Andrew Johnson Prov. G.S.W



  W.Bro. Prof. Marios Adamou O.B.E.
 

In the Queens Birthday Honours list, Worshipful Brother Marios 
Adamou was presented with an O.B.E.,standing for Officer of the Most 
Excellent Order of the British Empire. He received the Honour for his 
services to mental health, particularly his work relating to adult 
neurodevelopmental disorders, having established the largest  NHS 
servce in the UK, and his contribution to research in the field.

Marios was born in Cyprus, is married, his wife is also a Freemason, 
has two Sons both of whom study at Queen Elizabeth Grammar School 
in Wakefield. He studied Medicine initially in Greece, then trained in 
Psychiatry in London, before moving to Yorkshire as a Consultant 
Psychiatrist working at South West Yorkshire Partnership NHS FT. He 
is also a Professor of Psychiatry at the University of Huddersfield.

His Craft Freemasonry began at The Brighouse Lodge No.1301 being 
introduced through the Provincial introduction system. He was initiated on 20th April 2011, Passed 
and then Raised on 18th April 2012. He became 
Worshipful Master of Brighouse Lodge in 2018 and 
2019 and in 2019, he also joined Rastrick Lodge No. 
4885 where he is currently Senior Warden. 

His journey in the Mark began when he was introduced 
to R.W.Bro. Brian Morris Batty Past Prov.G.M.; their 
relationship grew and ultimately he joined Brighouse 
Lodge of M.M.M. No. 753 who meet on a Monday. At 
his advancement Brian asked if the newly advanced 
Brother would like to attend a Meeting on the Saturday, 
yes was the answer and a place was found. This was 
the Appointment and Investiture of our current P.G.M., 
R.W.Bro. James Steggles G.M.R.A.C. 

He was Installed in the Chair of Brighouse Lodge of 
M.M.M. no753  on the 11th  February 2019

His passion for Freemasonry is well illustrated  by the 
fact that, in the ten years since he was initiated into 
Craft, he has joined several other orders, many where 
he has attained the Chair (in bold), they are as follows:
 
The Mark Degree
The Holy Royal Arch
Order of the Secret Monitor
The United Religious, Military and Masonic Orders of the Temple and of St John of Jerusalem, 
Palestine, Rhodes and Malta (Knights Templar)
The Ancient and Honourable Fraternity of Royal Ark Mariner
Masonic and Military Order of the Red Cross of Constantine and the Appendant Orders of the 
Holy Sepulchre and of St John the Evangelist
The Ancient and Accepted Rite (Rose Croix)



Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia (SRIA)
The Order of Royal and Select Masters (also Founder of one Council)
Commemorative Order of St Thomas of-Acon
The Allied Masonic Degrees (also Founder of one Lodge)
Ancient and Masonic Order of the Scarlet Cord (Founder of one Consistory pending)
August Order of Light
The Masonic Order of Athelstan (also Founder of one Court)
The Order of Knight Masons
Holy Order of Knights Beneficent of the Holy City (Founder of two Lodges)
The Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests and Order of Holy Wisdom
The Royal Order of Scotland
The Worshipful Society of Freemasons, Rough Masons,
Wallers, Slaters, Paviors, Plaisterers and Bricklayers (Operatives)

An impressive list of commitments indicative of a most committed Freemason who has a very 
infectious enthusiasm and who, when asked what his ambitions were in Freemasonry, responded, ‘to 
continue to enjoy my membership and hope that others would be inspired to follow the lead’. 
Undoubtedly it is the commitment to the Precepts of Mark Masonry that shines with Marios and the 
desire to demonstrate this in his daily life and actions; Exactly what should be at the forefront of all 
our Masonic endeavours.

Finally, a reflection upon W.Bro. Marios by V.W.Bro. Dr. Rod Taylor, Past.Asst.P.G.M. who said as 
follows. ‘With his strong academic background, Marios can well be described as a speculative Mason 
but despite his numerous qualifications, he has more degrees than a thermometer, he is not a distant, 
ivory tower intellectual, but a down to earth character who endears himself to his Brethren with his 
modest, humorous and sympathetic approach.  

An evening’s Masonry with Marios is always an enjoyable and memorable experience. He has heavy 
professional responsibilities not just locally, but regionally and nationally, and has had to work 
exceptionally hard during the coronavirus pandemic.  We are all delighted that the endeavours of this 
excellent man and Mason have been recognised with this well-deserved honour. 

To purchase 
yours

CLICK HERE 

Sesquicentenary 
Jewel

Chaplain’s Corner

We are hoping for, and looking forward to, 
at long last, a degree of normality.  
Though anyone who thought the Mark 
Degree was normal would be in for a 
surprise!  It’s a lot better than that, 
brethren.  

But we know what we mean: to 
experience once again the familiar things; 
the people and the ritual we have known 
and loved over so many years.      

The interesting thing is, it’s the unplanned 
things we have missed the most; the 

chance meetings; the random conversations where we discover more 
about our brethren; the lives they are living; the quiet courage they’ve 
had to find; the unsuspected gifts they have.  

https://westyorksmark.org.uk/sesquicentenary-jewel/


Oh, to be in England,
Now that lockdown's here.
No social stuff on Friday night,
The pubs can’t sell you beer.

No little walks just hand in hand,
No clubbing with your mate.
No socialising at the club,
No dining tête-à-tête.

Don’t matter if you’re scruffy,
Or if you dress as ‘toff’.
No chatting to your neighbour,
Unless you’re 6 feet off.

The days, they pass in solitude,
The year is rolling on,
Week by week, the months go by,

Almoners Thoughts

But soon we hope the mood will change,
This cloud will pass away,
The sun will start to bless us,
As we go to work and play.

And talk again and socialise,
And pop out for a meal,
And get to do those other things,
That makes our world so real,

But don’t forget there’s others,
Who cannot do these things,
For many, many reasons,
Some factor clips their wings.

So, spare a thought when times come good,
And lockdown’s lost its touch,
And think of all the people,
Who’s lives won’t change that much.

For us as Mark Masons, those are the very things we have been taught to look out for, and to value;  
the unexpected, unlooked for blessings; the things which, although not in accordance with our plans, 
prove to be of the utmost significance. All of that we have missed, and hope to enjoy again soon.

What we have learned, in all these long months, is the true value of what we had. As the song says; 
You don’t know what you’ve got till it’s gone.  Now, we do know, perhaps better than ever before.  We 
soon, pray God, will have a chance to value our fellowship again; to find again that which was lost; to 
delight in one another’s company, that strong grip of friendship which binds us together, and lifts us 
upwards and onwards.

Mark well!   


