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The Big Return

As we all look forward with great hope to a return to our 
Freemasonry later in the year, let me take this opportunity to 
thank all of you, the Mark Masons of West Yorkshire, for your 
support, loyalty and commitment during what must have been 
one of the most difficult periods in our 150-year history. 
Everyone has in some way had a part to play in keeping our 
Freemasonry and our Mark Masonry alive and well, and I 
congratulate you all.

Our Provincial Sesquicentenary Meeting has now been 
rescheduled to 23rd October due to the pandemic, and what a 
celebration that is going to be; our first Provincial meeting in two and a half years, so 
let’s celebrate in style. It will be an event of great pageantry and splendour, along with a 
few surprises; a spectacle designed to showcase our wonderful Province, so please do 
wear your Sesquicentenary Jewels for the occasion. The Pro Grand Master will be 
present, and every Mark Lodge and Worshipful Master will be involved in the 
Ceremony. Admission will be by ticket only due to the expected numbers, so please 
make sure you book in when tickets become available. It only happens once in every 
150 years.

So, we have a great deal to look forward to. Get those shoes polished, iron those shirts, 
polish those jewels and find out your ritual books, as we all now get ready for……..
The Big Return.

Thankfully, whilst we may yet have some hurdles to come, the light is 
undoubtedly shining brightly at the end of the tunnel and no doubt, 
you are also looking forward to when we gather with our Brother 
Mark Master Masons in friendship, fellowship and harmony, 
whoopee. Unfortunately, there has been little Masonic activity since 
the last Newsletter until March, the AGM of the Cleeves and 
Whitehead Trust, and April, the Virtual Provincial Grand Lodge, both 
appear in this issue. 

Additionally, some thoughts from W.Bro. Andrew Johnson who will 
take over as the Communications Manager from the beginning of 
November. An excellent choice who I am sure you will warmly 
welcome, particularly as you will not have to put up with my 

mutterings, or will you? Andrew is to have a busy year as the Provincial Grand Senior Warden 
and I have agreed to support him, as he wishes, until April 2022.



What are you doing? 
If you’re helping those in distress, or supporting our key workers we want to hear about it, we 
would like to share good news stories and highlight the good work being done by the Mark 
community. 

Please send your story to:  webmaster@westyorksmark.org.uk

What are you doing? 
If you’re helping those in distress, or supporting our key workers we want to hear about it, we 
would like to share good news stories and highlight the good work being done by the Mark 
community. 

Please send your story to:  provcomms@westyorksmark.org.uk

In the meantime, let us all face the future with optimism, confident that the storms are behind us 
and calmer waters beckon; we will emerge hale and hearty looking forth to many new Mark 
Masonic experiences.  Once again, many thanks to our new Provincial Assistant Grand 
Secretary W. Bro. Jason Cunningham, who is responsible for the presentation and issue of the 
Newsletter, without him I would be lost. 
Stay Safe, Duncan

I wonder how many thousands of miles Duncan has driven or, how many Masonic dinners he 
has eaten in over 8 years as our Communications Manager?  Plenty for sure! 
 
As our Communications Manager the Newsletter has come a long way during that time.  The 
articles both in it and on the website are informative, interesting and have always brought a 
smile to our faces.  Certainly big shoes to fill but, as he says he is there to support me.   The 
good news is that as we come out of lock down and get back to ‘normal’ we will all be very 
busy, and so I should have lots to talk about, and I am excited by the challenge.  I look forward 
to getting round our wonderful Province and will see you all soon.

Stay safe, Andrew

The Chairman of the Trustees’ Report. 12th March 2021.

Brother President, Ladies, Brethren. This is my Report covering the period 
from the 8th March 2020 to the 12th March 2021.

Since our last A.G.M. in March 2020 we have had to endure an almost 
continuous lock down. In all that time, the Trustees and their dedicated 

Support Officers, whilst not being able to visit our members in need of pastoral care, have 
continued to support them via the telephone and video conferencing.

During the Accounting Period 1st September 2019, to 31st of August 2020, Grants in the sum of 
£29,159 were awarded to dependents seeking the Trust’s assistance. Whilst in the same period, 
£24,313 was distributed to charities and worthy causes within the Province, mainly related to 
work involved in fighting Covid – 19.

 The Mark Benevolent Fund [ M.B.F.] received £69,702 plus Mark funds of £7,500, totalling 
£77.202 from the Trust. In comparison the Province received in the past six months alone, a 
total of nearly of £91,000 from the M.B.F. in support of local community projects equating to 
almost 10% of the M.B.F.’s total expenditure for England and Wales for 2020.



The Trust is also committed to the support of our Province’s Festival scheduled for 2023, and the 
Trustees are grateful for the wise management of our investments by W. Bro. Geoff Kendall to ensure 
that this will be achieved. But as you can see from the Trust’s Report for the year ending the 31st of 
August 2020, now posted on the Provincial Website, our deficit for that period is around £90,000. 
What is now needed in answer to that deficit is a stimulus in donations. 

To this end the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust and the Festival Committee have joined together to 
encourage an improved level of donations.

Our Charity Representatives and the Lodge Charity Stewards are working together to ask all 
members to consider regular donations to the Trust and the Festival.

A well tried method for raising funds is that of using Standing Orders as a means of providing a 
regular income. It doesn’t matter how much the donation is for, every little helps, and provides us 
with that steady flow of much needed cash. Another initiative the Trust has adopted is one offered by 
Amazon; 

Amazon Smile is an Amazon website whereby if you purchase any goods through Amazon, they will 
donate 0.5% of the total purchase price to a Charity of your choice.

If you don’t have an account with Amazon you will be asked to open one, at no cost to yourself or 
any commitment. You will then be invited to choose a charity, which, hopefully will be The Cleeves 
and Whitehead Trust. (The 2023 Festival is not a Charity). All you need to do then is click on 
smile.amazon.com and you will be thanked for your donation. All donations received by the Trust in 
this way will be forwarded to the Festival, so it is worthwhile asking family and friends who use this 
method of buying to sign up as well. Please give this your serious consideration. The scheme doesn’t 
cost you anything extra and could well prove to be a good source of income for the Festival and, 
after 2023 ,for the Trust.

Still looking to the future, the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust is hoping to hold its annual holiday at 
Lytham St Anne’s from the 19th of September for six days, dependent, of course, on whether the 
lock down and the vaccination programme have had a positive effect on the pandemic. We are also 
arranging to hold one of our Almoners’ Lunches in November and we have plans for three further 
lunches in 2022.

In conclusion I would like to thank all the Trustees and Officers associated with the Trust for the hard 
work all of them have put in during these difficult past 12 months. I now stand down as Chairman of 
the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust, handing over the reins to W. Bro. Geoff Kendall for the next three 
years, and I can honestly say that I have thoroughly enjoyed my three years as its Chairman.  It has 
been a privilege. I am proud to have been part of a dedicated team who have worked tirelessly to 
ensure that the high standards set by our predecessors have been maintained and indeed improved 
upon.

Finally, my sincere thanks to all of you, Brethren, for the valued support you give to the Trust, year in 
year out, and to all of you who have read this Report to the very end. Well done and thank you. That 
Brother President concludes my Annual Report for The Cleeves and Whitehead Trust.

Jim Stanley J.P. P.G.S.D.  Prov. G. Ch. Stwd.
Chairman of the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust

Https://smile.amazon.co.uk/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=223903-0&ref_=smi_ext_ch_223903-0_cl


Mark Benevolent Fund Grants in the Province of West Yorkshire

Since last September we have either received the vehicles etc for, or now 
have grants pending, for the following:

West Yorkshire Scout Group – County Campsite & Activity Centre – New 
storage facility £74,500.

Martin House – New minibus £39,957

Yorkshire Air Ambulance – Rapid Response vehicle £32,093

Clowns in the Sky – Sensory trolleys for children with brain tumours £29,600 
(total including trolleys for LGI, St James’s and Bluebell Wood children’s 
hospice)

In addition, we have just been made aware of the following.

Abbey Lane Junior Football Club. 

Towards the end of 2020 the Cleeves and 
Whitehead Trust received a request for financial 
support from the Abbey Lane Junior Football 
Club in Sheffield.

The club was founded by a group of parents in 
1982 as a community project for both boys and 
girls who had an interest in football.

The Club is self-financing and is run by the 
parents themselves, via a Committee, and at present has some 230 players, 
of varying ages, spread over 16 football teams with the intention of 
increasing that number by the formation of at least two further teams aimed 
primarily for girls.

The Club, for various reasons, has recently had to re-locate to other 
premises where the facilities there were in need of some serious T.L.C. by 
the-members. A fair amount of work needing doing is to be carried out by 
the parents on a voluntary basis, but a significant amount of repair and 
maintenance is also needed to be done on a more professional level. 
Included in these works are such items as Security fencing, new goal posts, 
upgrading the changing facilities, new dugouts, and improving pitch 
drainage.

A quotation for the works, along with other necessary documentation, was 
obtained by the Club and after due consideration by the Trustees it was 
agreed to approach the Mark Benevolent Fund to seek their help.

After further consultation the Mark Benevolent Fund approved the request 
and agreed to make a full grant in the sum of £13,375.00 to the Club.

Cleeves and 
Whitehead Trust

Dona%ons to 

Worthy Causes

Swinton Lock 

Ac%vity Centre 

£2,000

~

Li=le Hiccups 

£2,000

~

Create a Dream 

Founda%on 

£3,000

~

Senior Ci%zens 

Support Group 

£1,000

~

St George's 

Community 

Centre :.£1,000

~

Westwood 2015 

£2,280 

~

Western Park 

Hospital Post-Covid 

Cancer Pa%ents 

Carers'Group 

£5,000.

Total £16,280



With this grant, it is now hoped that the Club will be able to upgrade and improve their newly 
acquired premises before the start of the new season so that over 230 children will benefit from this 
worthwhile community project supported by the M.B.F.

Mark Charities help out in time of need

The Forget me not Children’s Hospice in 
Huddersfield has received grants from Mark 
and Craft charities on previous occasions, more 
recently for a Perinatal Unit and as part of the 
Lifelites Project. But when one of its two main 
boilers catastrophically failed recently, it was 
left with the remaining boiler diverted to heat 

the children’s rooms and a very significant replacement cost estimate to replace both boilers 
and bring the heating system up to current standards.

The Cleeves and Whitehead Trust stepped in immediately with a grant of £7,500, followed by 
a grant from the Mark Benevolent Fund of £10,000, which, together with donations from 
other local charities, will help significantly towards the replacement costs.
The motto of the Mark Benevolent Fund is ‘Bis dat qui cito dat’ (He gives twice who gives 
promptly) and both Mark Charities are proud of their reputation of acting speedily in times of 
need.

Your money, your Charities, your support, your success

While taxiing at London's Airport, the crew of a US Air flight departing for Ft. Lauderdale 
made a wrong turn and came nose to nose with a United 727. An irate female ground 

controller lashed out at the US Air crew, screaming: 'US Air 2771, 
where the hell are you going? I told you to turn right onto Charlie 

taxiway! You turned right on Delta! Stop right there. I know it's 
difficult for you to tell the difference between C and D, but 
get it right!'

Continuing her rage to the embarrassed crew, she was now 
shouting hysterically: 'God! Now you've screwed everything up! It'll 
take forever to sort this out! You stay right there and don't move till I 

tell you to! You can expect progressive taxi instructions in about half 
an hour, and I want you to go exactly where I tell you, when I tell you, and how I tell you! You 
got that, US Air 2771?'
 'Yes, ma'am,' the humbled crew responded.
Naturally, the ground control communications frequency fell terribly silent after the verbal 
bashing of US Air 2771. Nobody wanted to chance engaging the irate ground controller in 
her current state of mind. Tension in every cockpit out around Gatwick was definitely 
running high. Just then an unknown pilot broke the silence and keyed his microphone, 
asking:
'Wasn't I married to you once?'



Chairman of the Festival’s Corner, V.W Bro. Richard Puttrell 

Hooray for the Mark Benevolent Fund for more donations into West 
Yorkshire, Clowns in the Sky, West Yorkshire Scouts, Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance and Abbey Lane football Club, Forget Me Not Children’s 
Hospice.

Worthy causes all, using monies raised by Festivals such as ours. 
Provincial Festivals are the main source of income for the MBF, and they 
only come around once every 35 years. Who knows? I might not even be 
the Festival Chairman next time!

Think ing about ra is ing 
money for our Festival,??? 
have you been onto the Provincial Web site and entered 
the  “Great Provincial Fizz hunt”.

To be announced at the AGM, watch out for Frank 
Milner and the Widow’s Sons. Portsmouth to John O’Groats and back in 4 days, 1732 miles. Not bad 
for an 80-year-old on his new bike. If you do not know Frank, then he is Integrity Mark’s action man. 
Climbing, sailing, Scouting, Dog Sleighing, fundraising, 
you name it, and Frank has more than likely done it. So 
please support him on this fantastic adventure. Fund 
raising will commence after the AGM.

Well, that is enough of the adverts. Ever wondered how to 
hold a virtual raffle during lockdown? If your Lodge is 
planning a virtual social meeting, then when the Zoom link 
is sent out, add a note that there will also be a raffle and 
prizes would be welcome (Vouchers can be posted). Ask 
Brethren to send raffle ticket requests to the organiser’s 
email. Keep a record on an Excel file allocating numbers 
in sequence of receipt.

At the meeting, at a suitable time, draw the raffle, either 
on a smart phone random number generator or print off 
numbers and draw them from a “hat”. 
Either arrange to present prizes and collect money at your 
next normal meeting or give BACS details for payment. 
Works for me.
Please put in your Diaries the dates – Friday 30th June 
and Saturday 1st July 2023 – the Festival gala Weekend 
to be held at Harrogate.  The culmination of our 7 years of 
fund raising. Your money, your Province, your support, 
your success

ENTER HERE

https://westyorksmark.org.uk/the-great-fizz-hunt/


Chaplain’s Corner

As Mark Master Masons, we can have privilege of being Elevated to 
the degree of Royal Ark Mariner.  But whether we are yet part of that 
beautiful degree or not, the story of Noah’s Ark has real resonance for 
us in the times we have just lived through.

It can’t have been easy for them, cooped up together in a small 
space, however much they loved their family. They weren’t able to 
visit anyone or go out anywhere at all.  And there didn’t seem to be an 
end in sight.  No-one knew when it would end. The news they had 
from the rest of the world was very bad. Does any of that sound 
familiar, brethren?  

Then Noah sent out a raven to test and trace how things were going, 
but without result. Then he sent a dove; but it came back empty-

handed (or rather, empty beaked).  But Noah refused to lose hope, he waited a while, and then sent 
the dove out once more.  This time it returned with an olive branch; a sign of hope, and more than 
hope; a sign that their ordeal was coming to an end, that things were growing on the earth once 
again.

We are surrounded now by all the signs of Spring. A real sign that new life is beginning again; that 
the dark times are behind us. What happened to Noah then? It started to rain again!  It must have 
done, for there to have been a rainbow.  They must have been fearful that it was all starting again.  
But this time, it was a sign of hope, a sign of promise. 

O Joy, that sleekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to Thee.

I trace the rainbow through the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain

That morn shall tearless be.   

With such hope, we go forward.  
Mark well!   

Meet the Team: W.Bro. Warren Marsden, Provincial Deputy Grand Secretary

I’ve lived most of my life in Mirfield, West Yorkshire. Spending a few 
years in Sheffield as a student, and moving around for a few years, 
living for a time in Nottingham, London, Manchester and even 
Brussels, before eventually settling back in Mirfield. 

Since leaving university in the early 90s, I’ve worked in retail, 
education, hospitality, software, insurance, and the NHS.  Starting 
in technical support roles, which I enjoyed, then moving into IT 
management, where it became less ‘fun’ and more like a ‘proper 
job’.



Over the years there have been some notable work related 
memories, including: providing technical support to the UK 
from Caesar's Palace in Las Vegas, driving a 1000 mile round 
trip to reboot a PC, walking over a frozen lake to get to work, 
and even riding a small dinghy through the flooded ground 
floor of a luxury hotel. Stories I’m happy to expand on if 
anyone is interested.
 
Growing up, I enjoyed tinkering with computers and gadgets 
as a hobby. This became a career but, as anyone in a similar 
position will know, this inevitably leads to supporting family 
and friends with their IT issues too. This is just the way of 
things and is difficult to avoid. It's hard to say no because you 
want to help, but it can turn into a full time commitment if 
you're not careful.
 
I got involved with Freemasonry at Kirklees Craft Lodge in 
Mirfield, after attending social events with friends. Then, with a 
long ladder ahead of me, I chose to extend my involvement to 
other Orders, and soon joined Fearnley Mark Lodge in Mirfield 
and St John’s Royal Arch Chapter in Dewsbury. Then after a 
few visits, I also joined Caldene Mark Lodge.

Working in Stockport during the early 2010s, I had a daily long 
commute over the Pennines, which was a perfect opportunity 
to practice ritual in the solitude of the car. That commute also 
led me to joining the Royal Ark Mariner Order. A decision I 
would recommend to anyone who has not yet considered it. A 
shortcut to avoid traffic on the M62 took me through 
Uppermill, a lovely little village on the edge of the Province. It 
turned out that I knew some of the members meeting there, so 
it wasn’t long before I was proposed into Peace RAM, and 
Uppermill became a semi-regular stop on my way home.

By this time, I was visiting quite widely with a small group of 
friends, within our Province and beyond. Often, we’d be found 
comparing diaries to see where we could visit over the coming 
weeks. I am currently a member of 10 Lodges across Craft, 
Mark, Royal Arch, RAM, AMD, and RSM, with a further two 
memberships pending once lockdown restrictions are lifted.

My initial involvement with the Mark Province was helping to 
update the Provincial website and assisting the Provincial 
Secretariat producing reports and collating bookings for 
Provincial events. 

Tower: 'TWA 2341, for 
noise abatement turn right 
45 Degrees.'

TWA 2341: 'Centre, we are 
at 35,000 feet. How much 
noise can we make up 
here?'

Tower: 'Sir, have you ever 
heard the noise a 747 
makes when it hits a 727

~

A student became lost 
during a solo cross-country 
flight. While attempting to 
locate the aircraft on radar, 
ATC asked, 'What was 
your last known position?'

Student: 'When I was 
number one for take off.'
 

~

A DC-10 had come in a 
little hot and thus had an 
exceedingly long roll out 
after touching down.

San Jose Tower Noted: 
'American 751, make a 
hard right turn at the end of 
the runway, if you are able.

  f you are not able, take 
the Guadeloupe exit off 
Highway 101, make a right 
at the lights and return to 
the airport.'



In 2017, with changes in the Secretariat team, I was honoured to be appointed as Provincial 
Assistant Grand Secretary, to continue and extend the work I had been doing. Due to the sad 
and untimely passing of W.Bro. Graham Cooper, the Secretariat team had to change again. I 
was asked if I would step up to the Deputy Secretary role, with the additional responsibilities 
that entailed. The following year was a steep learning curve, for both myself and the newly 
appointed Provincial Grand Secretary. Although we did have the support of the former 
Provincial Secretary, now Deputy PGM, to give us advice when needed.

The ongoing support of all the rulers, past and present, has been a tremendous help 
throughout. This role has also highlighted to me the vast amount of work and enthusiasm 
that goes on behind the scenes to keep the Province running smoothly. 

Not only by the Rulers, but the acting officers and many members of the Province who give 
their time, energy and experience freely, to support their Lodges, the IMA’s, the Festival, the 
Cleeves and Whitehead Trust, the Social Committee, and the many events taking place 
throughout the Province. I feel proud to be included amongst these brethren.

When not working for a living, attending Lodge meetings, or working on behalf of the 
Province, I spend those two or three hours a year relaxing. No to be serious, my partner 
Gemma and I, having both spent considerable time working away from home over the years, 
finding time to relax and 
unwind is important. 

We look forward to taking a 
break when we can. Whether 
spending time with friends, 
travelling to new places, or just 
unwinding somewhere in the 
sun. We are also regular 
visitors to Scotland, where we 
visit friends and attend the 
occasional whisky festival; that 
being another passion of mine. 
I have become an accidental 
whisky collector over the years 
by buying new bottles faster 
than I drink the old ones.

While the last 12 months have 
been very difficult for most 
people, some form of normality 
seems to be on the near 
horizon, so I look forward to 
being able to meet up again soon, with friends old and new.



Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons, West Yorkshire

The annual meeting took place in virtual format on Saturday, 10th April 2021. It was opened in 
amended form by the Provincial Grand Master, Right Worshipful Brother James Steggles, 
G.M.R.A.C.; then followed the Provincial Grand Secretary, Worshipful Brother Gary Parker who read 
out the Dispensation for the meeting to be held.

Next on the agenda was a Tribute to Departed Merit which was in the safe hands of the Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master, Very Worshipful Brother Alan Oldfield. He read out the names and Lodges 
of twenty three departed Brethren including well known travellers around the Province such as 
V.W.Bro. Sam Kilburn, W.Bro. John English, and W.Bro. Roy Dobson. The brethren all 
acknowledged the passing to the Grand Lodge above with bowed head, all will be sorely missed.

The Provincial Grand Treasurer, Worshipful Brother Alan Hines was then duly Elected for a further 
year, having completed ten years to date but he can be trusted, he is a retired Bank Manager; to 
complete the set, Worshipful Brother John Mitchell was confirmed as Auditor. We are very grateful 
to both for their long service and support.

There now follows the Address by the Provincial Grand Master in unexpurgated form, after which 
the formal aspects of the Meeting were concluded. 

Worshipful Brother Duncan Smith, PGSD.
Communications Manager. 

Address by the Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro. James Steggles G.M.R.A.C.to the Virtual 
business meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons, West Yorkshire, 

Saturday, 10th April 2021

Well Brethren, the history books will show that for the last two 
years, of the first glorious 150 years of our Province, we’ve had 
to hold Virtual Meetings to get our important Business done, due 
to this Pandemic. And just 15 months ago, we all thought Zoom 
was just a lens facility on our cameras. But just look how 
essential that’s turned out to be.

But I’m sure those same history books will also show that due to 
the fortitude, courage and determination of our members, the 
Mark Province of West Yorkshire not only survived, but evolved, 
grew, and become even stronger.

So let me start by thanking, and congratulating you, the Mark 
Masons of this wonderful Province, for all you’ve done to make 
that future possible.

To the Provincial, Area and Lodge Almoners, for the magnificent work they’ve done this last year, 
both in their Lodges and in our communities.



To our magnificent Charity, the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust, for the support it’s given to our 
Members, to local Charities and to the M.B.F.

To Lodge Charity Stwds for helping to raise the funds to make all that possible.

To you and your Lodges, for holding virtual meetings and keeping in touch with each other, by 
telephone, Facebook, on our Website, and by many other means. Because Communication really has 
become so important.

And to my own Provincial Executive, for helping to facilitate all of that - and indeed much more.

I would ask all Lodges who have not been holding Virtual Meetings - please - now to consider doing 
so. Because they are doing so much to keep our Mark Family alive and well during such a difficult 
period.

And I would also ask Lodges to use the reduction in Grand and Provincial Grand Lodge fees and dues 
this year, amounting to a saving of some £13/member, to ensure that Lodge subscriptions are not 
increased, or even possibly reduced as many of our members have also been affected financially.

Now just 2 weeks ago, our 2021 Grand Ranks were announced, with Active appointments being 
carried forward for John Maxwell, G.S.D. and Edward Wilkinson, G.Stwd.

And New First Appointments for: 

Mark Holland of Haywra 525 &
Alex Geddes of Vulcan 1191 to P.A.G.D.C. 

Geoff Kendall of Vulcan 1191 to P.A.G.Swd.B.
Gerald Wilde of Gothic 1018 to P.G.St.B.
And to celebrate the Centenary of Lightcliffe 715, Nick Rowland to P.G.St.B. 

And Promotions for:

Duncan Smith of Integrity 110 to P.G.J.O.
David Hymas of Wharfedale 1027 to P.G.S.D.
and Ian Smith of Danum398 to P.G.J.D.

I do congratulate them all.

I also congratulate our 2 new Provincial Wardens, Andrew Johnson and Ian Truswell, and the rest of 
the Provincial Team who have been appointed, or re-appointed, today.

Looking to the future, which is certainly looking much brighter now for us all, there’ll be a great deal of 
business to do when we resume our meetings later this year. We must do that cautiously, with no one 
feeling obliged to attend until they personally feel safe to do so.

And to that end I will not be asking the Provincial or Charity Representatives to attend your Lodge 
Mtgs formally, until we and they feel it safe to do so.

And we need to avoid clashes of our meetings and events wherever possible, and spread events 
requiring a Provincial involvement out over several months. So please discuss any plans you have 
with the Provincial Grand Secretary. 



And please be patient if we can’t fit you in on your first proposed 
date. 

The most important Provincial event this year will, of course, be our 
Sesquicentenary Celebration on 23rd October. It will be an event 
which only happens once in several lifetimes and will be a spectacle 
you will not want to miss. The Pro G.M., and the Dep & Asst G.M.s 
are all attending and the Worshipful Master of every Mark Lodge in 
the Province will be involved in the ceremony. 

So please make sure your Worshipful Master is free on that day.

And I would like to ask everyone attending, if possible, to wear our 
beautiful new Sesquicentenary Jewel, which will showcase the 
Province and add to the spectacle and pageantry of the event. It 
really is going to be a super day. 

And when we do start to meet again, we know we have at least 29 
Candidates waiting to join our Lodges. I can’t stress strongly enough 
the importance of keeping in touch with them, and to welcome them 
properly when the time is right. So perhaps it’s now time to start 
looking at your ritual books again. 

And finally, this last 12 months has had a severe impact on both the 
C&W Trust and our M.B.F. Festival. With Lodges not meeting and 
Festival events cancelled, income for both has effectively dried up, 
whilst their excellent work and outlay continues.

If we want that still to continue, we need to generate some income, 
so please look at starting or increasing a Standing Order to the 
Trust, or if there is any money in your Lodge Charity Accounts which 
can be sent to the Festival. It will all be greatly received, and very 
faithfully applied.

So Brethren, thank you so much for attending this meeting today, 
and, as always, for your magnificent support. It really is appreciated.

I look forward to seeing you all again in your Lodges very soon now, 
but in the meantime my very best wishes   -   Mark Well  -   and until 
we do meet again -  God Bless you all

Festival 
Ties

has your tie seen 
better days ??
with resumption 
just around the 
corner why not 
treat yourself to a 
n e w o n e a n d 
help support the 
festival. 

To order  yours 
and other items 
of merchandise.

CLICK HERE

https://westyorksmark.org.uk/festival-merchandise-ordering-page-2/






This initiative is the brain child of the Prov.A.G.Secretary W.Bro. Jason 
Cunningham, assisted by the Dep.P.G.M. V.W.Bro. Alan Oldfield and 
the Prov.G.Almoner, W.Bro. Paul Leach. 

Initially W.Bro. Jason was asked by North and East Yorks Province to 
assist in the upgrade and complete re-design of their Web Site and 
noticed the page “Almoners Resource”, which contained a collection 
of documents to support and assist Provincial and Lodge Almoners.  

A discussion took place and they agreed that a degree of plagiarism could follow. Once W.Bro Jason 
had designed the new logo it was incorporated into our own website. 

It is excellent and is brought to the attention of all the Brethren as the messages it contains apply to 
us all, read, Mark and inwardly digest.

Click on the title to view.

• West Yorkshire Almnoners Handbook 2021
• Almoners Role and Responsibilities
• MBF Almoners Handbook
• Guide to Eligibility
• Mental Health Help

Here are some factsheets that may assist in advising / assisting Brethren:

• Power of Attorney Fact Sheet
• Dementia Fact Sheet
• Addiction Fact Sheet
• Debt Fact Sheet

It also contains several advisory documents on mental health.

The bereavement document is useful to read before visiting a brother or widow who has suffered 
bereavement, please do keep me informed.

Loneliness is a key issue we all must deal with and for those on their own a visit and a phone call 
can do wonders. It isn’t always possible to visit yourself so it is important to involve lodge brethren if 
you can. Some brethren may live near or be alone themselves. There are signs indicating loneliness 
and the fact sheet helps with that.

There are many elements to mental issues and the fact sheet helps to describe these to a degree, 
the key issue is to get a doctor or family member involved if possible if the situation deserves it. The 
Counselling Careline is very useful and involves professional assistance once the user is through the 
amateur initial responders. Several brethren in our Province have used this service with good 
outturns typically.

The redundancy fact sheet deals with the loss of work and again simple facts to consider. We 
should be asking if the brother involved needs a petition, or if there is even doubt, please involve the 
Provincial Almoner. Ask if there is anything you as lodge almoner can do, e.g., pay his subscriptions 
etc.

The complete library is available in the downloads section of the website or by CLICKING HERE

https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2021/04/Web-Page-1.pdf
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2021/02/Almoner-Role-and-responsibilities-WY.pdf
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2021/02/Mark-Almoners-Handbook-2020.pdf
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2021/02/MBF-Guide-to-Eligibility.pdf
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2021/04/WYM20MH20Flier.pdf
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2021/02/Power-of-Attorney-FINAL.pdf
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2021/02/Dementia-factsheet.pdf
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2021/02/Addiction-factsheet.pdf
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2021/02/Debt-factsheet-Final.pdf
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2021/02/Bereavement-factsheet.pdf
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2021/02/Loneliness-factsheet.pdf
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2021/02/Mental-Health-factsheet-Final.pdf
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2021/02/Redundancy-factsheet-Final.pdf
https://westyorksmark.org.uk/almoners-library/


A Pan Am 727 flight, waiting for start clearance in Munich, overheard the 
following: Lufthansa (in German): ' Ground, what is our start clearance time?'

Ground (in English): 'If you want an answer you must speak in English.'
Lufthansa (in English): 'I am a German, flying a German airplane, in 
Germany. Why must I speak English? ‘Unknown voice from another plane (in 
a beautiful British accent): 'Because you lost the bloomin war. 

~

 One day the pilot of a Cherokee 180 was told by the tower to hold short of the active runway while a 
DC-8 landed. The DC-8 landed, rolled out, turned around, and taxied back past the Cherokee. Some 
quick-witted comedian in the DC-8 crew got on the radio and said,
'What a cute little plane. Did you make it all by yourself?'

The Cherokee pilot, not about to let the insult go by, came back with a real zinger: 'I made it out of 
DC-8 parts. Another landing like yours and I'll have enough parts for another one.'

~

The German air controllers at Frankfurt Airport are renowned as a short-tempered lot. They not only 
expect one to know one's gate parking location, but how to get there without any assistance from 
them. So, it was with some amusement that we (a Pan Am 747) listened to the following exchange 
between Frankfurt ground control and a British Airways 747, call sign Speedbird 206. 

Speedbird 206! Clear of active runway.'

Ground: 'Speedbird 206. Taxi to gate Alpha One-Seven.' 

The BA 747 pulled onto the main taxiway and slowed to a stop.

Ground: 'Speedbird, do you not know where you are going?' 

Speedbird 206: 'Stand by, Ground, I'm looking up our gate location now.'

Ground (with quite arrogant impatience):  'Speedbird 206, have you not been to Frankfurt before?'

Speedbird 206 (coolly): 'Yes, twice in 1944, but it was dark, -- And I didn't land.' 


