
 

Oration	at	Integrity	Lodge	of	M.M.M.	No.	110,	31st	March	
2022,	courtesy	of	W.Bro.	Roger	Quick	Prov.G.Chap.	
	
It	 is	 a	 particular	 pleasure	 for	 me	 to	 take	 part	 in	 the	
dedication	of	your	new	banner.		Not	least	in	that	your	lodge	
began	in	Morley,	where	I	myself	spent	the	early	years	of	my	
childhood.		(‘Appen,	sithee,	tha’	knows.)		Indeed	my	parents	
later	 lived	 in	Wakefield,	and	 I	accompanied	Ted	Darling	at	
Wakefield	Opera	House,	and	performed	once	in	a	Mystery	
Play	at	Wakefield	Cathedral.		I	played	God.	So	we’re	almost	
related.		But	we	are,	of	course,	related,	being	brethren. 
Your	 splendid	new	banner,	 soon	 to	be	unveiled,	 is	 as	 you	
know	a	replica	of	its	predecessor.		That	speaks	admirably	of	
a	desire	to	be	faithful	to	the	traditions	vouchsafed	to	us;	of	
a	faithfulness	to	those	who	have	gone	before,	who	for	over	
150	years	have	kept	the	ancient	landmarks	in	Integrity	Mark	
Lodge.		Integrity	is	itself	a	wonderful	name	to	bear.		It	is	the	
most	excellent	of	human	virtues;	if	we	have	integrity	we	are	
true	to	everything	we	undertake;	we	 live	out	those	things	
we	hold	dear	in	Masonry;	we	are	true	to	ourselves	in	every	
way. 
	
A	banner	helps	us	 identify;	 it	 is	a	point	of	focus.	 	And	it	 is	
thus	much	 to	 your	 credit	 that	 your	 banner	 has	 the	 great	
virtue	of	classic	simplicity.		Its	two	primary	colours,-	Blue	and	
Crimson,	are	of	course	 the	very	colours	of	a	Mark	Master	
Mason's	apron.	Its	blue	ground	reflects	the	colour	of	the	sky;	
the	colour	blue	we	know	refers	to	the	Canopy	of	Heaven	and	
teaches	the	universality	of	Masonry.		Blue	is	used	for	the	veil	



of	King	Solomon’s	Temple,	and	 in	parts	of	Scripture	 is	 the	
primary	colour	associated	with	God	himself. 
You	will	remember	that	the	Secrets	of	the	Mark	Master	are	
preceded	by	a	passage	from	the	second	book	of	Chronicles,	
(which	 any	 of	 you	 could	 doubtless	 recite	 at	 a	 moment’s	
notice): 
And	 now	 I	 have	 sent	 a	 cunning	 man,	 endued	 with	
understanding...	skilful	to	work	in...	blue,	and	in	crimson....		
2Chron.2:7,14		 
The	 exact	 blue	 referred	 to	 is	 named	 in	 the	 Hebrew	 as	
Tekhelet	 -	 	which	seems	to	have	been	a	violet-blue	colour.		
The	 blue	 dye	 was	 made	 in	 biblical	 times	 either	 from	 a	
marine	 mollusc	 or	 from	 the	 skin	 of	 pomegranates.	 	 The	
Crimson	dye	was	made	from	grubs	which	fed	on	an	oak	tree.	
(It	makes	you	wonder	how	they	found	these	things	out!	 	 I	
know	 what,	 it’s	 a	 quiet	 afternoon;	 let’s	 go	 collecting	 sea	
snails	and	mix	them	up	with	pomegranate	skin.)	 
If	 you	 want	 to	 know	more	 about	 the	 particular	 blue	 dye	
Tekhelet,	there	is	a	4,000	word	discussion	on	Wikipedia.		Of	
which	maybe	the	most	significant	element	for	us	is	that	the	
colour	did	not	fade.		It	thus	represents	the	eternal	verities;	
those	truths	which	last	for	ever. 
	
And	upon	the	blue	ground	is	our	very	own	Keystone;	aptly	
chosen	and	clearly	defined.		The	keystone	is	the	final	piece	
placed	 during	 construction.	 	 It	 locks	 all	 the	 stones	 into	
position,	and	so	allows	the	arch	or	vault	to	bear	weight.		It	
is	 thus	 literally	 the	most	 important	 stone	 in	 the	 building.		
Without	it,	no	arch	can	function,	no	building	can	spread	the	



stress	which	an	arch	allows.		For	us,	as	speculative	-	or	as	we	
might	say	now	-	Virtual	Masons,	it	tells	us	that	we	can	only	
function	when	we	act	 in	 concert	 together,	 relying	on	one	
another	to	share	the	heat	and	burden	of	the	day.		 
	
But	 this	 isn’t	 just	a	keystone;	 it	 is	one	bearing	a	 Lewis;	 in	
other	words,	 one	 ready	 to	 be	 put	 to	work.	 The	 Lewis	we	
usually	see	depicted	is	a	three-legged	Lewis,	also	called	St	
Peter's	 Keys.	 My	 proposer	 into	 freemasonry,	 himself	 a	
builder,	explained	the	ingenious	use	of	a	Lewis	to	me,	for	the	
Lewis	is	used	to	this	day,	typically	for	placing	the	top	stones	
in	 a	wall,	 or	 decorative	 stones,	 or	 indeed	 for	 hoisting	 the	
keystone	of	an	arch.	Your	keystone	is	thus	not	just	shown	as	
the	stone	itself,	but	as	one	made	ready	to	take	its	place	in	
the	intended	building.		That	is	an	encouragement	to	us	all,	
brethren,	 that	 we	 should	 be	 ready	 to	 contribute	 to	 the	
whole	structure	of	the	Lodge	whenever	needed;	whenever	
called	upon	for	that	purpose.		Because	the	Lodge	is	always	
more	than	the	sum	of	its	parts.		 
And	inscribed	upon	the	keystone	are	those	initials,	familiar	
to	all	of	us,	standing	for	Hiram	the	widow’s	son	sent	to	King	
Solomon.	 	 (Other	 interpretations	 are	 available).	 	 This,	 like	
the	 central	 theme	 of	 the	Mark	 degree,	 is	 a	 sign	 to	 us	 of	
adversity	and	difficulty	overcome.		The	children	of	widow’s	
were	often	very	vulnerable;	without	adequate	means.		But	
Hiram	 the	 widow’s	 son	 became,	 as	 we	 know,	 the	 most	
skilled	craftsman	in	the	land.		 
And	so	the	Mark	Master’s	Mark	of	approval,	the	triangle,	is	
depicted.		Traditionally,	we	were	told,	we	could	have	had	our	



own	Mark	engraved	 inside	the	triangle.	 	But	here	on	your	
banner,	that	area	is	blank;	I	take	that	as	a	sign	that	all	of	you	
can	see	your	own	Mark	there;	the	Banner	belongs	to	you	all.		
It	 is	 indeed	a	beautiful	thing	to	behold;	a	worthy	sign	and	
symbol	to	you	of	all	that	is	good	in	Integrity;	of	your	thanks	
for	the	past,	and	hopes	for	the	future.			So	we	pray	that	this	
banner,	 symbol	 of	 this	 fine	 old	 Lodge,	will	 remind	 you	 in	
years	to	come,	of	all	that	is	everlasting;	and,	when	time	with	
us	 shall	 be	 no	more,	 that	 brethren	 yet	 unborn	will	 range	
themselves	 under	 it,	 and	 bless	 the	 name	 and	memory	 of	
those	who	have	gone	before.		So	mote	it	be.			 
	


