
                  Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons  

             West Yorkshire 
 

                                                             
Date 25 February 2022 

Dear Brethren 
 

We were advised by our government yesterday that all Covid restrictions have now been lifted 
in England. The law which made it mandatory to self-isolate if we prove positive for Covid has 
been removed, Face Masks are a thing of the past and we can resume living our lives as we did 
prior to the pandemic. Although the government still recommends that people get tested if they 
have COVID-19 symptoms and stay at home if the test proves positive. 
 

The truth is that we who have lived through this pandemic all know that it has changed each 
and everyone of us in many ways and for us life will never be the same as it was prior to the 
pandemic. 
 

Covid-19 has not gone away, it probably never will go away and will be part of our lives for 
ever. It will continue to kill thousands of people every year just like influenza has done since it 
was first discovered in America in the spring of 1918. Even the Common Cold, first discovered 
infecting humans some 200 years ago, continues to be part of our lives and contributes to the 
deaths of many thousands of our fellow humans each year. 
 

What has changed for all of us over these last two years is our knowledge about how these 
diseases spread amongst us. It will be no surprise to anyone that Doctors across the whole of 
the UK are reporting massive drops in cases of Influenza and Common Colds. Obviously, the 
measures we took to slow down Covid have had a similar effect regarding the spread of 
Influenza and Colds. 
 

As members of a caring fraternal organisation which has an age demographic heavily weighted 
towards brethren 65 years old or more, we must apply our own common sense to the 
announcement yesterday from the government. Each individual brother must do whatever 
makes him feel safe, if you want to wear a Face Mask then please do so. 
 

However, gone forever are the days when it was acceptable to mix with your masonic 
colleagues knowing you feel feverish, openly blowing your nose and constantly coughing. Such 
actions in todays new Covid savvy society are no longer acceptable.  
 

Brethren I know instinctively that Mark Master Masons are intelligent and cautious people who 
care deeply about their colleagues and because of this I am not going to ask you to stay away 
from your Lodges if you have any symptoms of Covid, Influenza or even a common cold, 
because I know that you will stay away without being asked.  
 

We have spent two years learning the hard lessons which now make all of us look towards our 
own safety and the safety of those around us, long may we remember those lessons. 
 
My very best wishes 
 
 
 
V.W.Bro. Alan Oldfield, P.G.J.O.  
Dep.Prov.G.M.       


