
                  Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons  

             West Yorkshire 
 

                                                             
22 January 2022 

Dear Brethren 
 
We are now hearing from our government that all plan B restrictions will soon be lifted. This will 
mean that we will move back under plan A rules. Good news and a hopeful sign for the future 
of our country and our Orders. 
 
Since Masonic suspension was lifted, we have seen a steady return of our brethren to their 
Lodge meetings, and in most cases, Lodges have reported attendance at approximately 60% of 
pre pandemic levels. Many of our brethren who have yet to take that first step back to their 
Lodges have not done so because they themselves, or their wives or partners, are clinically 
vulnerable. It is therefore essential that we keep our Lodges as “Covid Safe” as possible, which 
will hopefully encourage the eventual return of all of our members. 
 
I and my Provincial Executive are strongly of the opinion that the most likely time and place 
that covid can be transmitted during our Lodge meetings is at the Festive Board, especially 
when brethren sit facing each other across tables. We therefore feel that time spent at a 
Festive Board should be kept to a minimum. With this in mind, instructions for the duration of 
the Spring Installation Rota period have already been given to all Provincial and Charity 
representatives, where I have asked them to keep their responses at Festive Boards as short as 
possible, and normally to a maximum of 4 minutes.  
 
May I respectfully recommend that brethren who are making informal toasts on behalf of their 
Lodge at the Festive Board during the Spring session also keep their toasts as short as possible, 
with the same target of 3 to 4 minutes if possible. 
 
Lodges may also wish to consider modifying their table 
layout for the Festive Board if space and table numbers 
allow. Creating a large rectangle of tables where 
brethren are seated on the outside of the rectangle will 
eliminate face to face dining but still allow for a convivial 
event. A picture of such a layout is attached for your 
consideration. 
 
The above are only recommendations, but their 
adoption would not only create a safer environment for 
us all but may also encourage our more clinically 
vulnerable brethren to return to our meetings. 
 
Please keep safe and Mark Well 
 
Jim Steggles 
 
  


