
Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons              

West Yorkshire 

Planning for the Sesquicentenary Celebrations of the Mark Province of West Yorkshire 

Planning is now underway to finalise the arrangements for the Provincial Sesquicentenary Meeting. This event will be 

held at Bradford Grammar School on the 23rd October 2021.  

  

Currently it is impossible to predict if this event will be affected by Government Restrictions imposed due to the 

Coronavirus Pandemic. So, two plans are being made. Plan A will assume that there are no restrictions, therefore 

enabling us to conduct our business in the time-honoured manner. Plan B will assume that Social Distancing of 1 mtr 

plus further mitigating action will be required.  

  

As this will be the first Provincial event for many months, it is hoped that as many members of the Province as possible 

will attend. However, individuals must make their own decision whether to attend or not, based on how they 

personally feel about the safety of such meetings.   

  

Bradford Grammar school is a large venue however, its maximum capacity, implementing Plan A, is 500 attendees, 

whilst if Plan B had to be implemented, less than half of that number could attend. Similarly dining under Plan A will 

accommodate 300, while Plan B less than 150. It will therefore be necessary to set up a booking system which will 

strictly record bookings on a first come first served basis details of which will be announced over the coming months.  

Please note that Brethren WILL NOT be able to just turn up for this meeting. All seats for the meeting and for dining 

must be prebooked, brethren will then be allocated a specific seat for the meeting and at the Festive Board.  

  

The Prov.G.M. is delighted that we will at last be able to wear our beautiful Sesquicentenary Jewel which will showcase 

the Province if everyone present is wearing the Jewel during the Meeting and at the Festive Board.  

If you have yet to purchase one, please visit the Provincial Website where there is an online order form. Alternatively, 

you will be able to purchase a Sesquicentenary Jewel on the day.  

  

The Pro Grand Master will be in attendance and he will present Festival Collarettes to those Lodges which qualify 

before this event. He will then be introduced personally on stage to the W.M. or Senior Representative of every Mark 

Lodge in the Province before he addresses the assembled brethren.  

  

During the meeting V.W.Bro. Rod Taylor P.G.J.O. will give a short synopsis of the History of the Province.  

Excerpts from a Book entitled “150 Years in the Making”, which he and W.Bro. Michael J P Holgate P.G.S.D. have spent 

the last several years compiling. The printing of this Hardback Book has been delayed so that it can include information 

about the Sesquicentenary Celebrations and will be available later in the year, all profits going to the West Yorkshire 

2023 Mark Benevolent Fund Festival. To guarantee your personal copy you will be able to pre order online via the 

Provincial Website or on the day at this event.  

  

Our Prov.G.M. is confident that the Sesquicentenary Celebration Meeting will not only celebrate the last 150 years of 

our wonderful Province with a Spectacle of Ceremonial Pageantry at its absolute best peppered throughout with some 

wonderful surprises but will also mark the new beginning of our Province as we emerge from the dark and lonely days 

which have been upon us throughout the pandemic.  

  

Further communications will be circulated as plans are finalised for the Provincial Sesquicentenary Celebrations, which 

will be a one-off. A once in a lifetime experience.  

  

 

V.W.Bro. Alan Oldfield P.G.J.O.   

Deputy Provincial Grand Master  

  


