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The Musings of a Mark Master Mason, the Deputy PGM in Lockdown. 
 
What happened, like an emergency stop in the car, the brakes slammed on 
and Kathleen and I, along with Lily our 16-month-old Boarder Terrier are 
confined to our house and garden. Well Kathleen definitely is due to an 

autoimmune disease which affects her 
immune system, she has the 12 weeks lock 
down command from the government. 
Effectively it shuts me in too because I must 
not go out and bring the dreaded virus home as that could be the end 
of Kathleen. 
  
I get out every morning, very early so I don’t run into anyone, a lovely 

2 miles with Lily passing all the lovely things which Kathleen likes at this time of year, Cherry Blossom 
and Trees springing into new life, little Rabbits scampering about with the 
Squirrels. All the things we take for granted but are missed when your locked in. 
I’ve started taking some photos while I walk with Lily to show Kathleen when we 
get home, brightens her spirits, just a little.  
 
Is it really 5 weeks since I last visited my friends at Knaresborough Castle Mark 
Lodge Installation? I wonder how everyone is getting on, I remember we were just 
bumping elbows back then, now were Social Distancing. The car is having a rest, 
don’t think its done 10 miles in the last 5 weeks… mmm. The Yorkshireman in me 
just woke up, I haven’t bought any diesel for 5 weeks either, is this the silver lining 
behind everything bad there is always a silver lining …. Yea that’s saved me at least 200 quid brilliant. 
 
Jim’s sent me another email, he’s obviously nothing better to do, doesn’t he know I’ve got enough to do 
with this SPG Bulletin work. …. mmm … mind you this is interesting, didn’t realise the MBF had done all 
this for our Province. An Ambulance Support Vehicle - for St John Ambulance Yorkshire, 
Tektrunks (Portable VR & computer games) - for Forget-me-not children’s Hospice, Huddersfield, 
Funding for the flood Victims in South Yorkshire, A Rapid Response Vehicle - for Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance, 20 Special syringe drivers - for Kirkwood Hospice, Huddersfield, A new Minibus - 
for Martin House, Boston Spa, Refurbishment of a Canal Barge - for Safe Anchor Trust, Mirfield,                   
Totalling over £200,000 from the Mark Benevolent Fund since March 2019 …. WOW suppose he’s sent 
this so I can put it in the memory bank for future Festive Board Speeches he must be joking!! 
 
Thinking about Festive Boards makes me hungry … is it Coffee time yet Kathleen? perhaps an Almond 
slice too. mmm another silver lining just jumped up and bit me …. No Festive Boards so I’ve lost a few 
pounds, that’s not a bad thing, trousers were getting a bit tight anyway, hey up the Yorkshireman just 

woke up again, I’ve gained a few pounds as well, Quid’s that is, yes I’m 
Quid’s in again usually costs me at least 30 quid to go out on a private visit 
to a Lodge Meeting … you remember Almoners Collection, Meal, few Drinks, 
Raffle, soon adds up especially since I go out at least 3 times a week mmm 
by my reckoning 5 weeks that’s another 450 Quid, blood and sand that’s 
650 Quid all in, best not tell Kathleen. Mind you I don’t half miss them great 
mates of mine and the super festive boards.  

 
Just had a though … 2023 MBF Festivals obviously taking a big hit, that’s a shame especially after all the 
good work they have done up here in Yorkshire mmm happens I best donate some of that 650 Quid to 
the Festival …. I know what to do …. I will go on to the website www.westyorksmark.co.uk and sponsor 
that there Cycle Ride after all, the money will go to the Festival. Got to keep up the good work and 
make sure our Mark Benevolent Fund can continue to support us. Never know when I will need their 
support … nobody knows come to think of it ... Have you made that coffee yet Kathleen?  

http://www.westyorksmark.co.uk/

